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ENTERING THE SCENE: 
This time we reflect on the feast of the Holy Family. We see them in the temple 
following the laws and customs of their faith tradition and we will find them 
doing so throughout the gospels. Jesus was born into a family that longed to be 
the ones to welcome the messiah. Everything in this account alerts us to the fact 
that this is exactly what has happened. Mary and Joseph get a brief glimpse of 
what might be going on, but slip back into relative obscurity for another thirty 
years before Jesus’ emerges into the limelight of ministry. Tradition has it that 
Joseph is long dead by the time Jesus emerges into our view again, so Mary is 
left alone to ponder the words of Simeon and Anna ;by herself. Do you ever 
wonder if she ever talked to Jesus about that day in the temple? 

Luke 2: 22-40 
22 When the time of their purification according to the Law of 
Moses had been completed, Joseph and Mary took him to 

Jerusalem to present him to the Lord 23 (as it is written in the Law of the Lord, "Every firstborn male is to 
be consecrated to the Lord", 24 and to offer a sacrifice in keeping with what is said in the Law of the Lord: "a 
pair of doves or two young pigeons."  25 Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was 
righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him.  26 It 
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord's Christ.  27 
Moved by the Spirit, he went into the temple courts. When the parents brought in the child Jesus to do for him 
what the custom of the Law required,  28 Simeon took him in his arms and praised God, saying:  29 Sovereign 
Lord, as you have promised,   you now dismiss your servant in peace.  30 For my eyes have seen your 
salvation, 31 which you have prepared in the sight of all people, 32 a light for revelation to the Gentiles   and 
for glory to your people Israel."  33 The child's father and mother marveled at what was said about him.  34 
Then Simeon blessed them and said to Mary, his mother: "This child is destined to cause the falling and rising 
of many in Israel, and to be a sign that will be spoken against, 35 so that the thoughts of many hearts will be 
revealed. And a sword will pierce your own soul too."  36 There was also a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old; she had lived with her husband seven years after her 
marriage, 37 and then was a widow until she was eighty-four. She never left the temple but worshiped night 
and day, fasting and praying.  38 Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke 
about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.  39 When Joseph and Mary 
had done everything required by the Law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee to their own town of Nazareth.  
40 And the child grew and became strong; he was filled with wisdom, and the grace of God was upon him.   

DISCUSSION QUESTION: We are told that Jesus grew, became strong, and was filled with the wisdom and 
grace of God. What do you think it was like watching Jesus grow up? 

PRAYER: Lord Jesus, all parents look into the eyes of their newborns and wonder what they will be like when grown. 
Did your mom and dad ever talk to you about that day in the temple with Simeon and Anna? If so, did you ever feel that 
they had too exaggerated expectations of you?  In all those years at the side of Joseph, did you ever have that father/son 
talk about what a man is? Were you aware of the grace of the Father as you studied and probed life’s questions? Thank 
you for sharing my humanity, so that I might share in your love. Amen. 
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