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ENTERING THE SCENE: 
Fr. Beck says: “Matthew is specific: “Your light must shine before 
others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your 
heavenly Father.” Good example and Christian witness help to 
create an alternative environment, one in which virtuous action is 
more easily imagined, and more possible. The light gives 
encouragement, a beacon of reassurance that insists it is 
worthwhile to do good deeds. Darkness might be thought of as a 
world in which decency is scorned as wimpy or naïve. The light is 
the courage to counter a cynical environment. And it feeds courage 
in turn.” This will be advice that we all need to remember as we 
engage the challenges of the unfolding year.  

Mt. 5:13-20 
13 You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer 
good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.  14 You are the light of the world. A city on 
a hill cannot be hidden.  15 Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its 
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  16 In the same way, let your light shine before men, that 
they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.  
(The Revised Common Lectionary includes the following verses) 
 17 Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to 
fulfill them.  18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least 
stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished.  19 Anyone 
who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in 
the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven.  20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 

DISCUSSION QUESTION: How am I going to be a “light on a stand” in this coming year? 

PRAYER: Lord, I often fail to realize that the way I receive and give love is the most effective way to shine 
light on the truth that God is love, and those who abide in love, abide in God. As you walked among us people 
experienced that love in life transforming ways; ways so powerful that your very being pointed to God. Then 
people responded by saying in effect, “if God is like that I can go for that”. Help me do this also, or at least, not 
get in the way of your light by my choices. Amen. 
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