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ENTERING THE SCENE: 
Three times we hear: “You have heard it said”. In doing 
this Jesus asks people to set aside what they had been 
taught down through the ages and listen to his deeper 
understanding of God’s will.  Try to imagine the 
dilemma this put the people in. It is as if some nobody, 
from nowhere, got up next weekend and preached, “You 
have heard Pastor/Father day, but I am telling you”. Then 
that person pushed you way beyond ‘common sense’ to 
‘uncommon sense’. Try to imagine also the conditions 
you might need to be in, that this new sense pierced 
through all your ‘ya but’s’ to ‘wouldn’t that be great if it 
were true’? Might you discover your ‘ya but’s’ might be 
coming from an evil source? 

Reconciliation: WEIGEL, Johann Christoph:Published 
1695 Woodcut Matthew 5:24. From "Biblia ectypa : Bildnussen auss Heiliger Schrifft Alt und Neuen Testaments", Christoph Weigel 
(author). Call Number at Pitts Theology Library: 1695Bibl. 

Matthew 5: 17-37 

17 Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  
18 I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any 
means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. 19 Anyone who breaks one of the least of these 
commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and 
teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven.  
20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will 
certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 21 You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not murder, and 
anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.' 22 But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject 
to judgment. Again, anyone who says to his brother, 'Raca, ' is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, 'You fool!' 
will be in danger of the fire of hell.  
23 Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against you, 24 
leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift. 25 Settle 
matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still with him on the way, or he may hand 
you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown into prison. 26 I tell you the 
truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.  
27 You have heard that it was said, 'Do not commit adultery.' 28 But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully 
has already committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your right eye causes you to sin, gouge it out and throw it away. It 
is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And if your right hand 
causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is better for you to lose one part of your body than for your whole body to go 
into hell. 
31 It has been said, 'Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of divorce.' 32 But I tell you that anyone who 
divorces his wife, except for marital unfaithfulness, causes her to become an adulteress, and anyone who marries the divorced 
woman commits adultery.33 Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, 'Do not break your oath, but 
keep the oaths you have made to the Lord.' 34 But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God's throne; 35 
or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. 36 And do not swear by your head, 
for you cannot make even one hair white or black. 37 Simply let your 'Yes' be 'Yes,' and your 'No,' 'No'; anything beyond 
this comes from the evil one. 

DISCUSSION QUESTION: Jesus is diving down deep beyond the letter of the law to the spirit of the law. Am I ready 
for such depths? 

PRAYER: Lord, you are pulling me way beyond my comfort level here in this arrangement of sayings. You are urging 
me to go to the center of my heart and be honest with what my true motives are. When I am feeling strong, I am 
attracted to this deep spiritual maturity, but when I am weak, you take me so deep that I fear getting the bends. Please be 
with me as I attempt to go where I never thought I could go. Amen.
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