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ENTERING THE SCENE: 
Walter Wink argues that the three brief (and witty); scenarios 
in 5: 39-41 offer examples of disciples resisting oppressive 
power by reframing its ultimacy and exposing its limits and 
brutality. In these exemplary scenarios, the oppressed seize 
the initiative, secure dignity, and confound the oppressing 
powers. Turning the other cheek is not doormat masochism, 
but a courageous act that seizes initiative in refusing to be 
cowed and subjugated. Giving one’s cloak and coat means 
confounding the one who sues by offering everything. One’s 
nakedness exposes among other things, the oppressor’s greed 

and merciless power. Carrying the soldier’s pack and extra mile contravenes the oppressor’s rules of 
angareia by seizing the power of decision and placing the oppressor in a position vulnerable to 
accusations of abuse. These are words that can help us hold on to our own truth in times that we seem 
helpless to make things change while still recognizing the humanity of the aggressor. Pg. 143-2.  Fr. 
Beck’s book Banished Messiah 

Mt. 5: 38-48 
38 “You have heard that it was said, 'An eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth.' 39 But I say to you, offer no 
resistance to one who is evil. When someone strikes you on (your) right cheek, turn the other one to him as 
well. 40 If anyone wants to go to law with you over your tunic, hand him your cloak as well. 41 Should anyone 
press you into service for one mile, go with him for two miles. 42 Give to the one who asks of you, and do not 
turn your back on one who wants to borrow. 43 “You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your 
neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44 But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you, 
45 that you may be children of your heavenly Father, for he makes his sun rise on the bad and the good, and 
causes rain to fall on the just and the unjust. 46 For if you love those who love you, what recompense will you 
have? Do not the tax collectors 28 do the same? 47 And if you greet your brothers only, what is unusual about 
that? Do not the pagans do the same? 48 So be perfect, 30 just as your heavenly Father is perfect. 

DISCUSSION QUESTION: Understanding how God loves, requires seeing as God sees. How is my vision 
impaired when the “rain falls and the sun shines” on both the good and the bad?  

PRAYER: Lord, it is easy to believe that God rewards the good and punishes the bad, most of the time. But 
there comes those times when bad things happen to good people and good things happen to bad people. Then 
my belief system crashes. I am faced with the possibility that God is working with a different set of principles. I 
suspect it had a lot to do with God loving all that God creates. Help me to trust that loving those who don’t 
know this will help me to hang in there. Amen. 
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