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ENTERING THE SCENE: 
Fr. Beck’s drawing today illustrates very well the 
nature of Jesus’ situation as he considers all the ways 
he might do the right thing for the wrong reason. 
Jesus reaches clear back to the original error in the 
garden of Eden. There humanity chose to do the 
right thing for the wrong reason in order to gain 
power. Jesus chooses to do differently and let God be 
his source of power: a power with, not a power over. 
We stand now on the threshold of another Lent, a time 
to choose again. Will we choose differently because we 
have come to a deeper trust in God’s unconditional love? 

Mt 4:1-11 
1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 
wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 He fasted 
forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he as 
famished. 3 The tempter 
came and said to him, "If you are the Son 
of God, command these stones to become 
loaves of bread." 
4 But he answered, "It is written, 'One does not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes 
from the mouth of God.' 5 Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle 
of the temple, 6 saying to him, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 
'He will command his angels concerning you,' and 'On their hands they will bear you up, so that 
you will not dash your foot against a stone.'" 7 Jesus said to him, "Again it is written, 'Do not put 
the Lord your God to the test.'" 8 Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed 
him all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor; 9 and he said to him, "All these I will give 
you, if you will fall down and worship me." 10 Jesus said to him, "Away with you, Satan! for it is 
written, 'Worship the Lord you God, and serve only him.'" 11Then the devil left him, and 
suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

DISCUSSION QUESTION: Jesus’ temptations all started with the word IF. Do any of your 
temptations start with the word IF? 

PRAYER: Lord, over and over the “world” tempts me to believe that it contains all my 
possibilities. I only have to stay within those possibilities to stay secure, powerful and a person of 
worth. Help me to recognize the temptation to limit myself to those false choices, so that I might 
find the real me that you are creating me to be. Help me also to witness to what a life lived in the 
confidence of your love could be, so that others will find you through me. Amen. 
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