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ENTERING THE SCENE: 
We enter another Advent in a very 
different world since 9/11/01. Many 
people are becoming aware of their 
surroundings in hope of avoiding terror. 
Jesus encourages us to stay alert, not in 
terror, but confidence in God’s process. 
The main issue seems to be consciousness. 
Living in ways that recognizes what is 
going on, yet confident of being loved 
without conditions. Take some time now 
and become aware of what and who are 
around you, within you, and among you. 
Do this with the confidence that you are 
destined for the glory of your own 
Resurrection, even as you enter any  
“Jerusalem” that awaits you in this life. 
 
MT 24:36-44 
36 But about that day and hour no one 
knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor 
the Son, but only the Father.37 Jesus said 

to his disciples: "The coming of the Son of Man will repeat what happened in Noah's time 38 in the days 
before the flood people were eating and drinking, marrying and being married, right up to the day Noah 
entered the ark. 39 They were totally unconcerned until the flood came and destroyed them. So will it 
be at the coming of the son of Man. 40 Two men will be out in the field; one will be taken and one will 
be left. 41 Two women will be grinding meal; one will be taken and one will be left.42 Stay awake, 
therefore! You cannot know the day your lord is coming.  43 "Be sure of this: if the owner of the house 
knew when the thief was coming he would deep a watchful eye and not allow his house to be broken 
into. 44 You must be prepared in the same way. The Son of Man is coming at the time you least 
expect." 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTION: Jesus urges us to stay alert and watch. How are you planning to keep alert 
during this Advent? 
 
WORD STUDY AND QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 
ANGELS: Here we find the angels unaware of the time when the end of the earth was to come. Even Jesus 
himself exempts himself from this knowledge. Only God has this knowledge. The angels do know and 
proclaim the beginning of God's kingdom on earth at Jesus' birth. 
What questions do you struggle with when trying to grapple with this information? Do you know when you 
first accepted that God loves all creation enough to enter into our finite existence? Does this help when you 
are dealing with the unknown of your future? 
 
SON OF MAN: Jesus totally identified with all of us in choosing this way of naming himself. He will 
shortly go to his death in complete acceptance of God's will for him. In being born of Mary, he began the 
process of identifying with us. In dying, he will complete the process of enabling us to identify with him. 
In preparing for the birth of Jesus in Advent, do you keep in focus why he came in the first place? Would 
Christmas be Christmas without the death and resurrection? How can this awareness affect your Advent 
preparations? 
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NOAH: Noah stands at the end of an age and is the one to bring in a new era. 
Why do you think Jesus chose this event in salvation history to help the disciples understand what was 
coming for them. Can they help you understand as well? How? 
 

FLOOD: The flood was the way the new era was brought 
into being. It stands as a symbol of total destruction. The 
old had to be wiped out to prepare the way for the new. 
What has to be wiped out during your Advent 
preparations in order for the new to enter? 
 
ARK: The ark was the vehicle that carried the seeds of 
God's new creation after the flood. Mary will be the new 
ark carrying the seed of God’s new creation. 
What carries the seed of your new creation this Advent? 
Are you pregnant with new life in faith as you prepare to 
celebrate the birth of Jesus? 
 

 
UNCONCERNED: The people of Noah's day were unconcerned about the direction life was taking before 
the flood. They even ridiculed Noah for his counter cultural beliefs and practices. The scribes and the 
Pharisees seemed sure that they knew God's mind on all matters. Jesus only concerned them because he 
confronted their understanding. 
In your Advent preparations, what needs to be a matter of concern for you? Do you more easily identify 
with Noah or the scribes and Pharisees? Why? 
 
DESTROYED: Before the destruction, Genesis has God expressing sorrow for even creating humanity in 
the first place. (Gn. 6:7) 
How does Advent, and all it implies, contrast with this sorrow of God? In what way can this make your 
preparations more fruitful? 
 
MEN / WOMEN: Jesus uses examples of both men and women in his stories. All people are included and 
bear the same responsibilities of awareness. Awareness is a capability to take in information and make 
choices based on this information. 
In what way are men and women the same/different in the types of information they attend to? How can 
each enable the other to become more aware and responsive to God's word? 
 
TAKEN: To be taken implies that someone/something is being moved from one place to another. Jesus is 
being taken from one place and moved to our earthly reality. 
What is moving you this Advent from one place to another? How does this story move you? 
 
LEFT: To be left implies that someone/something leaves you where you are. The people around Noah 
remained where they were. The scribes and Pharisees wanted to be left where they were. 
Will this coming Christmas find you pretty much where you were in your faith life last Christmas? Is that 
where you want to stay? 
 
AWAKE: To be awake is a quality of awareness that permits new situations to inform us. 
In what ways are you permitting the new in your life to inform your faith? 
 
THIEF: A thief carefully watches in order to steal something from us. 
What has the power to steal from you a deeper understanding of God's love for you? Can anything about 
Advent become a thief? How are you watching to prevent this from happening? 
 
WATCHFUL: To be watchful, is to be awake to that which is happening in and around you. 
How can this Advent be a time of watchfulness for you? In what way can this deepen your faith? 
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HOUSE: Our house is where we abide/live. It is where we rest, eat, love and be loved. 
Where does your faith abide/live? How can Advent refresh, nourish and cherish you? 
 
PREPARED: To be prepared is to make ready for someone/something. 
What preparations are you and your loved ones making during this Advent? How can this scripture help in 
this preparation? 
 
EXPECT: To be expecting is a state of openness to the new. 
What are you expecting this Advent season? Are you open to whatever new thing God has in store for you? 
 
PARALLEL TEXTS: Mt. 24:36 // Acts 1:7; Mt. 24:39 // Gn. 7:11-31; 2 Pt. 3:6; Mt. 24:42 // Mt. 25:13; 
Rev. 3:3; Mt. 24:43 f / / Lk. 12:39-46; 1 Thess. 5:6; 
 
OTHER TEXTS OF THE WEEK:  Is. 2:1-5; Ps. 122:1-9; Rom. 13:11-14; Mt. 24: 37-44 
Revised Common Lectionary: Is. 2:1-5; Ps. 122: Rom. 13:11-14; Mt. 24:36-44; 
 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION:  
 
I found an interesting web page at: 
http://www.execpc.com/~tmuth/st_john/xmas/advent.htm. 
You may want to look it over. It includes Advent activities, 
hymns, information, etc. such as the following: 
 
The Advent Wreath is the widely recognized symbol of Advent.  
The wreath is made of a circle of evergreen branches laid flat to 
symbolize the endless nature of God's love for his people.  Four 
candles stand in the circle.  Traditionally, three of the candles are 
purple and the fourth; the "Joy" candle is pink.  Blue candles may 
also be used to emphasize our hope in God's promise fulfilled in 
the Nativity.  One candle is lit during the first week of Advent, 
two during the second week, three during the third and four 
during the fourth week.  The candles remind us of the light of 
God coming into the world, and the light from the candles grows brighter as each week comes closer to 
Christmas 
 
Other interesting Advent links: 
http://www.holidays.net/adventcalendar/ 
http://www.kencollins.com/holy-01.htm 
http://www.cptryon.org/prayer/adx/ 
Information on Advent: 
http://www.askjeeves.com/main/askjeeves.asp?ask=Advent+information&o=0&x=16&y=13 
Information on  Calendars in use around the world through history: 
http://www.askjeeves.com/main/metaAnswer.asp?t=m&s=a&en=directhit&o=0&url=http%3A%2F%2Fask
%2Edirecthit%2Ecom%2Ffcgi%2Dbin%2FRedirURL%2Efcg%3Furl%3Dhttp%3A%2F%2Fastro%2Enms
u%2Eedu%2F%7Elhuber%2Fleaphist%2Ehtml%26qry%3DAdvent%2Binformation%26rnk%3D6%26cz
%3D128f5f4801053ad0%26src%3DDH%5FAsk%5FSRCH%26u%3D2079595734&ac=23&pt=Calendars
+and+their+History&io=5&qid=3B54C6DB2F106D46AECC715AD0A5B442&back=ask%3DAdvent%2
Binformation%26o%3D0%26x%3D16%26y%3D13&ask=Advent+information 
 
 
In the early 2nd century a text called The Apocalypse of Peter that addressed the issue of the last days. In the 
Ethiopic version we find in chapter 1 the following: 
“And when he was seated on the Mount of Olives, his own came to him, and we entreated and implored 
him severally and besought him, saying to him, “Make know to us what are the signs of your Parousia and 
of the end of the world, that we may perceive and mark the time of your Parousia and instruct those who 
come after us, to whom we preach the word of your gospel and whom we install in your Church, in order 
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that they, when they hear it, may take heed to themselves that they mark the time of your coming.” And our 
Lord answered and said unto us, “Take heed that people deceive you not and that you do not become 
doubters and serve other gods. Many will come in my name saying ‘I am Christ.’ Believe them not and 
draw not near unto them. For the coming of the Son of God will not be manifest, but like the lightening that 
flashes from the east to the west, so shall I come on the clouds of heaven with a great host in my glory; 
with my cross going before my face will I come in my glory, shining seven times as bright as the sun will I 
come in my glory, with all my saints, my angels, when my Father will place a crown upon my head, that I 
may judge the living and the dead and recompense every one according to his work. 
Ehrman, Bart. After the New Testament. NY. Oxford Univ. Press. 1998. Pg. 297. 
 
Generally speaking, people in the Middle East are unable and unwilling to think about the future. Only God 
knows that, and it is futile for humans to try to discover it. Daniel's revised calculations of a coming event 
(1290 days; 1335 days; forget it: (see Dan 12:11-130) are humorous to the modern reader, but they 
illustrate well the viewpoint of our Middle Eastern ancestors. People of that world live entirely for the 
present. Obsessive and narrow focus on the present can cause a person to miss events just around the corner 
(which are also present but slightly delayed). 
 
Verse 36 of today’s text was often used by those who denied Jesus’ divinity (Arianism). This same verse 
was used by those who maintained he was only human (Sabellianism). Many lost their lives in the early 
years of the church as it struggled to come to the understanding of the Incarnation. 
 
If we were still using the dating system made popular by Hippolytus of Rome, we would be writing the 
year 7501 A. M. (Anno Mundi). Now we use the system devised by the 6th century monk Dionysius Exigus 
(Tiny Dennis), who advised that it would be more appropriate for Christian Europe to place the Incarnation 
at the center of history and to date events prior to Christ by counting backward, leaving the normal forward 
count for the events after that first Advent. It took the promotional efforts of another monk, Venerable 
Bede, a century and a half later, to popularize that dating system. We have been living with the B.C./A.D. 
system ever since. 
 
SUGGESTED READINGS: 
Sumwalt, John, E.. Forty Tellable Tales for Cycle A. C.S.S. Pub. Co. Inc. Lima, OH. TWO WOMEN Page 14. 
Weems, Ann. Kneeling in Bethlehem. Westminster Press, Philadelphia. 1980. YESTERDAYS PAIN: Page 14. 
Grana, Janice. Images. St. Mary's College Press, Winona, MN. 1976. AWARENESS Page 29. THE JOURNEY: Pg. 135. 
 
As we reenter the year of Matthew’s gospel, we can probe deeper into it by noticing the themes. These 
represent what was believed to be vitally essential in the faith life of the community that composed and 
used this gospel for worship and teaching. 
 

THEMES IN THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
1.Jewish / Christian concerns    
2. Issues about Church order 
3.Written for a teaching tool    
4. NT is fulfillment of the OT / Quotes Hebrew Scriptures often 
5. Emphasis on teachings of Jesus    
6. Legal / Ethical concerns emphasized 
7. Against Pharisees     
8. The apostles understand Jesus 
9. Words used often: Jesus / angels / fullness / son of man / God = Father 
10. Is concerned about rabbinic issues: e.g. Explanation of readings 
11. Recognizes validity of law / prophets 
12. Apostles not teaching until after Pentecost and the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
 
 
 


