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ENTERING THE SCENE: 
Have you ever wondered if the nine even noticed that the Samaritan wasn’t 
with them as they raced to the temple? They appeared to be able to look 
beyond their differences as long as they shared a common burden, but as 
soon at that burden was lifted, went back to their former ways of being and 
doing. They were cured, but not made well. They could resume their 
former lives and relationships, which probably meant excluding the 
Samaritans again. Things are changing faster and faster now and we begin 
to sense that going back to the same old same old isn’t possible any more. 
Let us be like the “different” one, the Samaritan and thank God for the 
possibility to be “cured” of our old ways of thinking and doing and go forth 
in wellness. 

Lk. 17:11-19 
11 Now on his way to Jerusalem, Jesus traveled along the border between 
Samaria and Galilee.  12 As he was going into a village, ten men who had 

leprosy met him. They stood at a distance 13 and called out in a loud voice, "Jesus, Master, have pity on us!"  14 When he saw them, 
he said, "Go, show yourselves to the priests." And as they went, they were cleansed.  15 One of them, when he saw he was healed, 
came back, praising God in a loud voice.  16 He threw himself at Jesus' feet and thanked him--and he was a Samaritan.  17 Jesus 
asked, "Were not all ten cleansed? Where are the other nine?  18 Was no one found to return and give praise to God except this 
foreigner?"  19 Then he said to him, "Rise and go; your faith has made you well."   

DISCUSSION QUESTION: How do you understand the difference between being cured and made well? 

PRAYER: Healer Jesus, often in my life something intrudes to make me sick. It comes by way of physical illness, emotional distress, 
or spiritual dryness. It seems like I seldom make a break through without first having some sort of breakdown: a breakdown of the 
illusion that I am in control of my life or even in control of my next breath. Help me to live in the total trust, that your will for me is 
wholeness not simply wellness. Amen. 

WORD STUDY AND QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 
JERUSALEM /SAMARIA /GALILEE: Jesus was raised in Galilee. He would have to go through Samaria to get to Jerusalem. Most 
observant Jews would detour around Samaria when going to Jerusalem in order to avoid the ritual impurity they would incur by 
encountering Samaritans in Samaria. 
Why do you think Jesus ignored this custom? What is he teaching by this example? Has anything in our current experience helped you 
to delve deeper into this story? 

TEN MEN / OTHER NINE: In Jewish worship it requires 10 men to pray together to fulfill the requirements for communal worship. 
The nine Jews didn’t mind petitioning Jesus along with the non-Jew as long as they were all “unclean”, but once they were clean they 
felt free to go on without the Samaritan. 
Who was the freest now that they were ‘clean’? Why? 

LEPROSY: "Biblical leprosy" is not "catchy," it's "dirty"; and it makes individuals and the community "dirty," "impure" "unclean". 
(See below explanation)
What is the difference between contagious and unclean in this context? Why is the distinction important?  

DISTANCE: Those who were unclean were required to keep apart from others and even warn others if they came close so that they 
protected them from defilement. 
Have you ever had to separate yourself from others because of a possible need to protect them from something? If so, what did that 
feel like? 

LOUD VOICE: Because of the distance involved, those wanting Jesus’ attention would have to call out loudly. The Samaritan praised 
God in a loud voice because of his nearness to God. 
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What bridged the gap between the two instances of using a loud voice? What closed the gap? 

HAVE PITY ON US: To have pity is to show compassion on someone because of some suffering or misfortune. Jesus is unable to 
resist having pity or compassion for those suffering. 
What does this tell you about the God of Jesus?  

GO SHOW YOURSELVES TO THE PRIEST / THREW HIMSELF AT JESUS’ FEET: The nine Jews went immediately to the 
priest who was the one empowered to decide if the afflicted person could rejoin the community. The Samaritan, an outcast could not, 
and therefore was free to make another response. 
Has being an ‘outsider’ ever freed you to make a creative response to a situation? Do you think the Samaritan’s disadvantage of being 
an outsider, made it easier for him to see what was really going on? Why? Is there anyone in your life these days that can help you see 
something from another point of view? Who are they? 

AS THEY WENT: The ten were cleansed as they were on their way to the priest. All ten were on their way, away from Jesus. Only 
one decided to come back to Jesus? 
Do you think the fact that this gospel was written for non-Jews had anything to do with the way this story was included? Compare this 
account with the one in the gospel of Matthew. What differences did you find? 

CLEANSED / MADE YOU WELL: All ten were cleansed; only one was declared well. 
What is the difference between being cleansed and made well? 

SAW THAT HE WAS HEALED: The Samaritan seemed to have a deeper understanding of what was happening to him which 
brought him beyond the simple fact that he could now resume normal life.  
What was ‘healed’ in him beyond the physical? Do you think anyone could ever again put him down because of his being a 
Samaritan? 

CAME BACK: The Samaritan left the other nine and returned to thank Jesus and to praise the God of Jesus. 
Do you think the other nine even missed him? If not, why not? 

THANKED HIM: The Samaritan thanked Jesus and praised God. 
What is the difference between thanking and praising in this parable? 

PRAISING GOD / GIVE PRAISE TO GOD: The Samaritan recognized the source of Jesus’ mercy and came back praising Jesus’ 
God. 
Is this same recognition by you, able to move you to praise also? 

SAMARITAN / FOREIGNER: See below. To be a foreigner is to usually be at a disadvantage. 
How was being a foreigner an advantage in this parable? Can the “foreigners in our midst now help us as we face the new challenges 
brought about by this crisis? 

WAS NO ONE FOUND: The Samaritan “found himself” as he realized how he was made well. The others, who lacked this 
realization, were not found. 
What in this text helps you to find the God of Jesus, and therefore help you find yourself? 

RISE AND GO: Healing and wellness are meant to enable us to rise and go. 
Once you accept the total unconditional love of Jesus’ God, what does it enable you to rise up and go to in your everyday life? 

FAITH: It is said that: “Faith is trusting that whatever comes into my life belongs to it, and whatever belongs to my life will come 
into it? 
 How has studying this gospel text deepened your faith? 

PARALLEL TEXTS: Lk. 17:14 // Lk. 5; 14; Lev. 13:9-34; Mt. 8:4; Mk. 1:44; 

OTHER TEXTS OF THE WEEK: 2 Kings 5:14-17; Ps. 98: 1-4; 2 Tim. 2:8-13; Lk. 17:11-19; 
Revised Common Lectionary: Jer. 29:1, 4-7; Ps. 66:1-12; 2 Tim. 2:8-15; Lk. 17:11-19; 

SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION: 
I have always believed that, when God touches a human being, the experience will survive three tests: 1.) The time test: The person 
touched by God will never be the same again...2.) The reality test: The soul which has been touched by God will not be drawn up into 
an other-worldly posture or into bowered ivory towers of private ecstasy but will be deepened in awareness of the world around...3.) 
The charity test: The human being who has opened to God's touch will be made more God-like by reason of that contact.  - John Powell 

You do get what you pay for -- and if you pay in the coin of immeasurable gratitude you have already moved into heaven. Donna Schaper 

 2

http://ncronline.org/blogs/eco-catholic/measurements-and-immeasurables


Try to force gratitude and you end up with guilt instead. Pg. 163.  
Homan, Daniel, OSB & Pratt, Lonni Collins. Radical Hospitality. Brewster, MA. Paraclete Press. 2002 

Purity code of Jesus’ times: “In the symbolic maps, the gentiles are off 
the edge in the zone of the absolutely unclean. Meanwhile, the temple, 
as the site of the Holy of Holies, stands at dead center. Certainly, this 
positioning of the so-called gentile mission in relation to the journey to 
Jerusalem makes narrative sense if the journey in interpreted as a 
deliberate, almost processional march from edge to center…In this 
regard, the gentile mission represents the extreme case of Jesus’ attack 
on the unclean powers, His ministry to the expendable population that is 
marked by Judean uncleanness includes the sick the hungry, the 
hopelessly marginalized”. Pg. 66.  
Beck, Robert. Nonviolent Story. Maryknoll, NY. Orbis Books, 1996.  

The Samaritans are an offshoot of early Judaism, who have regarded 
Mt. Gerizim, rather than Jerusalem, the center of worship. A temple was 
built there in the late fourth century BCE, which was destroyed by the 
Jews a couple of centuries later. In reaction, the split between the 
Samaritans and Jews widened 
even more. Eventually, a 
separate religion developed, 
which retained many 
affinities with Judaism. 
Samaritans retained the Torah 
(the first five books of 
scripture) but with some 
significant theological 
variations. They chose Mt. 
Gerizim for their worship 

(Dt. 12:5,11,14,18,21,26; 14:23-25; 16:6-7) They also have an addition to the 10th 
commandment that instructs the people to build an altar on Mt. Gerizim. They continued to 
have an active priesthood with a high priest as their leader even after their temple was 
destroyed. Today, there are two communities, one in Nablus and one in Holon south of Tel 
Aviv. Every year, the high priest, who lives in Nablus, presides over the Passover sacrifice 
on Mt. Gerizim, which is celebrated in strict conformity with the injunctions in Exodus.  
How to Tell a Samaritan Synagogue From a Jewish Synagogue. Reihard Plummer.  Biblical Archaeology Review. 
May/June 1998. Pages 24 f.   

Biblical scholars and medical scientists agree that true leprosy, or Hansen's disease, almost certainly did not exist in first century 
Palestine.  The disease was brought to the Middle East from India by the armies of Alexander the Great about 300 B.C., but no trace of 
true leprosy has been found in any of the ancient bones excavated in Israel.  Only one case was discovered in Egypt, and the bones 
were dated to the first century of the Common Era! True leprosy is only mildly contagious.  Even spouses do not usually "catch" it 
from their infected partners.  Yet the scaly condition described in Leviticus 14 and 15 is feared not because it is contagious but rather 
because it is polluting.  "Biblical leprosy" is not "catchy," it's "dirty"; and it makes individuals and the community "dirty," "impure ' " 
"unclean' " Finally, neither the Hebrew nor Greek Bible uses the correct word for "true" leprosy.  Instead, the words they used describe 
a repulsive, flaky, or scaly condition affecting the skin, clothes, and walls of the home. History and anthropology rather than medicine 
and science help us understand why our ancestors in the Faith were so concerned about this "leprosy." Page 148. 
Pilch, John J. The Cultural World of Jesus-Cycle C. Collegeville, MN. The Liturgical Press. 1997.  

It is not we who choose to awaken ourselves, but God Who chooses to awaken us.  
Thomas Merton. New Seeds of Contemplation. (New York: New Directions Books 1961) p. 10 

"The real sin against the Holy Spirit is refusing to recognize, with 'theological' joy, some concrete liberation that is taking place before 
one's very eyes." (Juan Luis Segundo) 

"Let me explain something about gratitude," wrote Robert Emmons, a psychologist at the University of California, Davis, in an email.  
We all begin life dependent on others, and most of us end life dependent on others. If we are lucky, in between we have roughly 
60 years or so of unacknowledged dependency. The human condition is such that throughout life, not just at the beginning and 
end, we are profoundly dependent on other people. ...Gratitude is the truest approach to life. We did not create or fashion 
ourselves. We did not birth ourselves. Life is about giving, receiving, and repaying. We are receptive beings, dependent on the 
help of others, on their gifts and their kindness 
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 “A holy community has its center outside itself, in a transcendence whose social analogue is the stranger. Thus a holy community 
defines the human in terms of an otherness that gives birth to an ethic of hospitality….Compassion binds the individual within the 
holy community to the individuals in the society beyond its borders.” Darrell Fasching 

 “One’s mind, once stretched by a new idea, never regains its original dimensions.” Oliver Wendell Holmes 

It’s hard to see the whole picture when you are inside the frame. Fr. Ralph Powell, O. P. 

Care rather than cure. Organize your life to support the process. You are incubating your soul, not living a heroic adventure. Arrange 
your life accordingly. Tone it down. Get what comforts you can, but don’t move against the process Concentrate, reflect, think, and 
talk about your situation seriously with trusted friends. Thomas Moore 

Healing proceeds from the depths to the heights.  Carl Jung 

Buddha was accosted one time by some bandits who were going to rob and kill him.  And the bandit had a very sharp sword and 
Buddha said, “Before you kill me, would you grant me one dying wish, a last wish.” The bandit said, “Sure.”  So Buddha said, “That 
tree there, cut the branch off of it.”  And so he did. So Buddha said, “Now restore that branch to the tree.”  The man laughed at him.  
Buddha said, “You act like a child.  Anybody can destroy.  Anybody can kill.  But only the really strong can create and heal.” 

In this crazy world, there's an enormous distinction between good times and bad, between sorrow and joy. But in the eyes of God, 
they're never separated. Where there is pain, there is healing. Where there is mourning, there is dancing. Where there is poverty, there 
is the kingdom. - Henri J. M. Nouwen 

Gratitude is the most passionate transformative force in the cosmos. When we offer thanks to God or to another human being, 
gratitude gifts us with renewal, reflection, and reconnection.   - Sarah Ban Breathnach 

There's a self-expansive aspect of gratitude. Very possibly it’s a little known law of nature: the more gratitude you have, the more you 
have to be grateful for.    - Elaine St. James 

Gratitude, like faith, is given to you. It springs on you. It knocks the wind out of you just when everything seemed impossible. Pg.163    
Homan, Daniel, OSB & Pratt, Lonni Collins. Radical Hospitality. Brewster, MA. Paraclete Press. 2002.  

"I would maintain that thanks are the highest form of thought, and that gratitude is happiness doubled by wonder." 
- G.K. Chesterton 

To be grateful is to recognize the Love of God in everything He has given us --- and He has given us everything.  
Every breath we draw is a gift of His love, every moment of existence is a grace, for it brings with it immense graces from Him. 
Gratitude therefore takes nothing for granted, is never unresponsive, and is constantly awakening to new wonder and to praise of the 
goodness of God. 33. 
Our knowledge of God is perfected by gratitude: we are thankful and rejoice in the experience of the truth that He is love. : 31 
 Thomas Merton. Thoughts In Solitude (New York: Farrar, Straus, Giroux):  

Gratitude is the most passionate transformative force in the cosmos. When we offer thanks to God or to another human being, 
gratitude gifts us with renewal, reflection, and reconnection.   - Sarah Ban Breathnach 

There's a self-expansive aspect of gratitude. Very possibly it’s a little known law of nature: the more gratitude you have, the more you 
have to be grateful for.    - Elaine St. James 

SUGGESTED READINGS:  
Links to all the books mentioned in this guide are on The Ark web site: www.theark1.com 
Beck, Robert. Sunday Homilies: Cycle C 2012. Pgs.175-179. To order contact Carol Oberfoell 
Beck, Robert. Sunday Homilies: Cycle B  2007. 173-176.Pgs. To order contact Carol Oberfoell 
Beck, Robert. Sunday Homilies: Cycle B 2010. Pgs. 147-150.To order contact Carol Oberfoell 
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