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ENTERING THE SCENE: 
We live surrounded by the growing realization that much 
of what we have built our way of life is not rock but 
sand. We are buffeted by the winds, rains, and storms of 
life. What was solid now seems more like sand. Even our 
worship life calls out for more than ritual observance, 
and we face the reality that our faith life needs to grow 
deeper. St. Augustine said: "Many belong to the Church 
who do not belong to God. And many belong to God who 
do not belong to the Church." We need to drill down to 
bedrock in order to find something solid to build on. 
What we had has fallen with a great crash. Now we come 
again with new questions to this foundational teaching of 
the Lord. 
 
Mt. 7: 1 Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will 
enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the 
will of my Father who is in heaven.  22 Many will say to 

me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many 
miracles?'  23 Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'  24 Therefore everyone 
who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.  25 The 
rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its 
foundation on the rock.  26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice is like a 
foolish man who built his house on sand.  27 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the winds blew and beat 
against that house, and it fell with a great crash." 28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were 
amazed at his teaching, 29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law.   
 
DISCUSSION QUESTION: The people in this teaching were called evildoers even though they had preformed 
miracles and prophesied and drove out demons. Why do you think Jesus called them evildoers? 
 
PRAYER: Lord, I come to you hoping to build on the rock of your teachings. Too often I pack sand together with water 
and think it will provide me with a good base to build on, only to discover that sand needs the cement of your truth to 
make it into a suitable building material. Help me to learn from my crashes, so that I don’t have to repeat my mistakes 
too often. Then like you taught, I will stand on my own experience of truth, built on the rock of your love. Amen. 
 
WORD STUDY AND QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 
KINGDOM OF HEAVEN: Jesus talks about the kingdom of heaven whenever he wants to teach what it is like in 
God’s reality. 
When you think of the kingdom of heaven, what do you imagine that to be? 
 
PROPHESY: In the Hebrew Scriptures, prophesy indicates speaking on God’s behalf for those whom God loves. 
How do you distinguish when someone is speaking for God on behalf of those who God loves, and those who don’t? 
 
YOUR NAME: In Jesus’ day, using someone’s name meant literally speaking for that person as an agent authorized to 
do so. 
What is Jesus implying when he challenges those who have been using his name without authority to do so? 
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DEMONS: Demons were thought to be powerful antagonists to God’s will on earth. 
How confusing would it be to experience someone challenging a demon successfully and yet Jesus disowned this event? 
 
MIRACLES: We think something is a miracle when we cannot ascribe anything for its cause but God’s intervention. 
Is this your current understanding also? If not, why? If so why? 
 
PLAINLY: When we plead for someone to speak plainly it usually is because we are confused about what they mean. 
When was the last time you asked someone to speak plainly? Can remembering this feeling, help you understand this 
story better? 
 
EVILDOERS: To accuse someone of doing evil is to unmask the real motives for their action. 
Why do you think Jesus accused the people working miracles in his name evildoers? Can you remember an example of 
doing the right thing for the wrong reason and causing something evil to happen? 
 
WISE MAN:  A wise man/woman is someone who is in touch with the real reasons for their actions/feelings. 
Who are the wise people in your life? 
 
BUILT: To build is to take materials or ideas and assemble them into something more than the sum of their parts using 
the skills God gives you. 
What are you good at building? Relationships? Ideas? Understandings? Meals? Etc? 
 
HOUSE: A house is a structure with spaces inside for people to live in. It needs to be able to withstand nature’s forces 
so as to shelter those living in it. 
Have you ever built a house? Watched a house being built? What goes into this process? 
 
ROCK: In order for something to be able to be stable it needs a solid base. 
Do you think Peter (Rock) saw something more in this story after Pentecost? 
 
SAND: Sand, by itself, cannot provide a solid base. 
Have you ever tried to ‘build’ something on sand? 
 
RAINS / STREAMS/ WINDS: All these elements are essential for life when they come in their proper times and 
amounts. Jesus is anticipating the time when they will combine to become a threatening storm for the early church. 
Do you sense that nature is challenging us today in ways that only Jesus’ words will be a solid foundation for your 
faith? 
 
FOUNDATIONS: Foundations are traditions, relationships, places that we build our lives upon. 
How can this teaching become a foundation for you? 
 
FOOLISH: A fool is someone who is good at deceiving themselves or being deceived. 
When was the last time you felt foolish? How did you discover that you were deceived? 
 
GREAT CRASH: A great crash often reveals where we have been fooled. 
How good are you at using these events as teaching tools?  
 
AMAZED: We are amazed when we are caught totally surprised at someone or something. 
How can being amazed become a great gift? 
 
AUTHORITY: To have authority is to have authored something or mastered something or someone. 
How do you recognize true authority? 
 
LAW: When we observe something to be invariable, or something we have agreed to comply with for the common 
good, we use the word law. 
Have you ever inherited something that was seen to be a law, only to discover that it is not invariable, or something you 
can no long agree with? Is it still a “law” then for you? 
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PARALLEL TEXTS: Mt. 7: 21 // Is. 29:13; 7:22 // Mt. 25: 11f; James 2: 14-17; Mt. 7: 23 // Ps. 5: 5; Mt. 7:24 // Lk. 
6:47ff; Mt. 7: 25 // Prov. 10: 25; Mt. 7: 29 // Mk. 1:22; Lk. 4:32; Jn. 7:15ff; 
 
OTHER TEXTS OF THE WEEK: Dt. 11: 18, 26-28; Ps. 31: 2-4, 17, 25; Rom. 3: 21-31; Mt. 7: 21-29 
Revised Common Lectionary: Gen. 6: 9:22; 7: 24; 8: 14-19; Ps. 46; Rom. 1: 6-17; 3:22-31; Mt. 7: 21-29; 
 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION: 
The Homilies of Clement: (written by an anonymous Christian living after the apostles at the end of the first century). 
Book 8.  Chapter 7: 4-5 Therefore our Lord Jesus said to one who again and again called him Lord, but at the same time 
did not abide by any of his commands. ‘Why call me Lord and not do what I say?’ For it is not speaking that can profit 
any one, but doing. Pg. 143.     Ehrman, Bart. After the New Testament. NY. Oxford Univ. Press. 1998. 
 

Indeed, prayer must yield specific fruits. The final criterion of the value of the Christian life is therefore not prayer but 
action. In the “wordy” environment of teachers, masters .scribes, and Pharisees, Jesus wants his followers to discover 
for themselves that mere words will not bring them into the kingdom. Pg. 119.   
Nouwen, Henri, et al. Compassion. NY. Image Books. 1983. 
 
The authority problem compounds the ministry problem mostly because those in authority do not recognize authority as 
a ministry or government as a service, because if authority is power, it is impossible to make a work of power a real 
ministry. The problem is generally seen as a problem of concession, compromise, permission, and authorization. We 
must solve the problem by removing it and answer the question by invalidating it. We remove the problem by faith, by 
being willing to be and to remain disciples, and by removing and rejecting all elements of structure and procedure that 
give titles and privilege that somehow graduate the chosen ones from “discipleship” to “authority. We remove the 
problem by keeping the faith, but living and keeping the covenant that the faith is and not denying the covenant by 
reducing it to the categories of adversary law. “The truth will set you free” is a covenant promise. Pgs. 156-7. 
Parr, Raymond. Process Person Presence. Chicago. Thomas More Press. 1990.  

 
A society in which consumption has to be artificially stimulated in order to keep production going is a society founded 
on trash and waste, and such a society is a house built on sand.  Dorothy Sayers  
 
People will recognize us as speaking with authority only when they sense that, like Jesus, we are under divine authority 
ourselves, that our message is not our own, that our actual lives stand behind the message, that our words are meant to 
reveal God and not ourselves, that we love others enough to give up protecting ourselves, that our real concern is God’s 
kingdom and not how we impress others, that we consider the community bigger than ourselves, and that we are willing 
to sweat blood rather than get bitter or walk away.   Fr. Ron Rolheiser            
 
It is obvious that James does little more than restate in a new context Jesus' emphasis on concrete acts of service. When 
the disciples of John the Baptist ask Jesus if he is "the one who is to come," Jesus points to his actions, "the blind see 
again, the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised to life, the Good News is proclaimed to 
the poor" Lk 7: 22-21). His actions are the source of his credibility. The same is true of his disciples. Jesus wants them 
to be people of action. He leaves little doubt about his opinion, ". . . the one who listens and does nothing is like the man 
who built his house on soil, with no foundations: as soon as the river bore down on it, it collapsed; and what a ruin that 
house became! With great persistence, Jesus stresses that the test of true discipleship lies not in words but in actions: "It 
is not those who say to me, Lord, Lord,' who will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the person who does the will of my 
Father in heaven" (Mt  7: 1). Indeed, prayer must yield specific fruits. The final criterion of the value of the Christian 
life is therefore not prayer but action. In the "wordy" environment of teachers, masters, scribes, and Pharisees, Jesus 
wants his followers to discover for themselves that mere words will not bring them to the kingdom. Pg. 119. 
Nouwen, Henri, et al. Compassion. NY. Image Books. 1983. 

 
The reign of God is in every place where God's truth breaks through into our world. And sometimes there's no 
signboard hung out in front with "Christian" on it, as Jesus said: "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven" Mt. 7:21. Four hundred years later St. 
Augustine said: "Many belong to the Church who do not belong to God. And many belong to God who do not belong to 
the Church." That's no new theology; it describes what happens when we want to put God in our pockets or when we try 
to table the issue till eternity. The challenge is to do what Jesus did, namely, to accept what's Real, to welcome it into 
this transitory world. And whenever you do that, you pay a price, because then you normally have to let go of your 
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"little kingdoms" the kingdoms of power, the kingdoms of prestige, and the kingdoms of possessions. The harshest 
words of Jesus are aimed at hypocrites, and the second harshest at the people who are primarily concerned with 
possessions. He says that power, prestige, and possessions are the three things that prevent us from recognizing and 
receiving the Reign of God. When he says that to good, upright people, their reaction is indignation and scandal. They 
call him an unbeliever, an enemy of the law, and finally a devil - because they own too many things that they have to 
defend. The only ones who can accept the proclamation of the Reign are those who have nothing to protect, neither their 
own self-image nor their reputation, their possessions, their theology, their principles, nor their certitudes. Pgs. 66-7. 
Rohr, Richard. Simplicity: the Art of Living. NY. Crossroad. 1992. 
 

The pure in heart are those who desire to please God and to do God’s will above everything else, and so they work 
toward a perfect correspondence between their inner thoughts and desires and their external actions (Mt. 7: 13-27) 
These single-hearted persons are focused entirely on doing God’s will and so qualify as members of the true family of 
Jesus (Mk. 3:35). Pgs. 164-5.  Harrington, Daniel –Keenan, James Jesus and Virtue Ethics  NY. Sheed & Ward Book. 2002.  
 
Let us not be content to wait and see what will happen, but give us the determination to make the right things 
happen.       - Peter Marshall  
 
The deeper I look into myself the more clearly I become aware of this psychological truth: that no man would lift his 
little finger to attempt the smallest task unless he were spurred on my a more or less obscure conviction that in some 
infinitesimally tiny way he is contributing, at least indirectly, to the building up of something permanent – in other 
words, to your own work, Lord. Teilhard de Chardin – Hymn of the Universe 
 
As the years to by, Lord, I come to see more and more clearly, in myself and in those around me that the great secret 
preoccupation of modern man is much less to battle for possession of the world than to find a means of escaping from it. 
Teilhard de Chardin – Hymn of the Universe 
 
Let the workman remember that his material is not gold, but clay, and let him keep a sharp eye on himself, lest he 
permit in himself a blemish such as he works hard to remove from others. Ignatius Loyola 
 
If you want to bring anything to a successful conclusion, you must accommodate yourself to the tasks, not the task to 
yourself. Ignatius Loyola 
 
In human labor an astonishing thing happens: God shows up. Daniel Homan 
 
Jesus teaches us how to live in the present time. He identifies our present time as the end-time, the time that offers us 
countless opportunities to testify for Jesus and his Kingdom. The many disasters in our world, and all the tragedies that 
happen to people each day, can easily lead us to despair and convince us that we are the sad victims of circumstances. 
But Jesus looks at these events in a radically different way. He calls them opportunities to witness!  
Jesus reminds us that we do not belong to this world. We have been sent into the world to be living witnesses of God's 
unconditional love, calling all people to look beyond the passing structures of our temporary existence to the eternal life 
promised to us. Henri Nouwen 
 
Our imitation of God in this life--that is, our willed imitation, as distinct from any of the likenesses which He has 
impressed upon our natures or our states--must be an imitation of God Incarnate: our model is the Jesus, not only of 
Calvary, but of the workshop, the roads, the crowds, the clamorous demands and surly oppositions, the lack of all peace 
and privacy, the interruptions. For this, so strangely unlike anything we can attribute to the Divine life in itself, is 
apparently not only like, but is, the Divine life operating under human conditions. 
C. S. Lewis (1898-1963), "The Four Loves" 

 
SUGGESTED READINGS:  
Links to all the books mentioned in this guide are on The Ark web site: www.theark1.com 
Grana, Janice, Ed. Images. Winona, MN. St. Mary’s College Press. 1976.  The Communion. Pg. 98. 
Sharing the Word: Weekly homilies from New Melleray Abbey 
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