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ENTERING THE SCENE: 

The honor driven culture of the Middle East is conflict prone at its 

core. To gain and augment personal honor, one must challenge 

another in the hope that the challenged person will make a weak 

response. Since Sadducees did not believe in the Resurrection they 

were attempting to show Jesus up as a fool. Their understanding of 

realty reflected in the law, was family continuity. All kinds of 

disastrous consequences resulted if a man dies with no heir or his wife 

is widowed without a son. Since the ideal marriage partner is a first 

cousin, the brothers of the deceased man are ideal new partners for the 

widow. The entire pattern of thinking is family centered and this 

worldly. Jesus takes on the fierce debate between the Pharisees belief 

in the resurrection and the Sadducees equally fierce rejection of their 

belief. He won the argument, but eventually paid for it with his life.  
Pilch, John J. The Cultural World of Jesus-Cycle C. Collegeville, MN. The Liturgical 

Press. 1997. Page 161. 

 

Luke 20: 27-38 

27 Some of the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrection, came to 

Jesus with a question.  28 Teacher," they said, "Moses wrote for us 

that if a man's brother dies and leaves a wife but no children, the man 

must marry the widow and have children for his brother.  29 Now there were seven brothers. The first one married a woman and 

died childless.  30 The second 31 and then the third married her, and in the same way the seven died, leaving no children.  32 

Finally, the woman died too.  33 Now then, at the resurrection whose wife will she be, since the seven were married to her?"  34 

Jesus replied, "The people of this age marry and are given in marriage.  35 But those who are considered worthy of taking part in 

that age and in the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 36 and they can no longer die; for they 

are like the angels. They are God's children, since they are children of the resurrection.  37 But in the account of the bush, even 

Moses showed that the dead rise, for he calls the Lord 'the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.'  38 He is 

not the God of the dead, but of the living, for to him all are alive."  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION: Jesus teaches that once God creates someone they live forever in God. What helps you believe this? 

 

PRAYER: “I believe, but help my unbelief” is a saying that arises in me as I attempt to live into this teaching Lord. You have said a 

mustard seed size of faith will do, so I cherish this small seed as I try to overcome the ‘world’s’ scream that I am being foolish. Help 

me as I resist all those voices that want to take my tiny seed from me. Amen. 

 

WORD STUDY AND QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION: 

SADDUCEES: The Sadducees believed only what was revealed in the written Torah, and totally rejected the oral Torah, or traditions 

held by the Pharisees. This effectively ruled out any notion of a resurrection. 

Are there any beliefs that you have, that tend to rule out any new revelations from God? What are they? 

 

RESURRECTION / THEY CAN NO LONGER DIE: The belief in a resurrection, after which death was no more, was a “new age” 

idea in Jesus’ time. (See Dan. 12:2; 2 Macc. 7:9;,11,23; 14:46). 

Are there any ‘new’ ideas that you have about God that your grandmother would have labeled ‘new age’? If so, what are they? 

 

TEACHER: The Sadducees were the guardians of the temple and therefore the “last word” on things religious. They desperately 

needed to show up Jesus as a false authority. They sarcastically call him Teacher so as to prove his unreliability to those listening. 

How do you react when you see someone using sarcasm to put down someone in public? 

 

MOSES: In Ex. 3:6, is well within the Torah accepted by Sadducees, Jesus uses their own truth to point out the sham in their 

argument which turns the tables on his adversaries. 

Have you ever experienced this form of turning the tables? If so, what feelings do you remember of the event? Did it make a difference 

which side you were on in the argument? 

http://www.theark1.com/
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NO CHILDREN / DIED CHILDLESS: If a person died childless, he and his whole bloodline were effectively rendered non-

existent. In the belief system of Jesus’ day, having sons who had sons was the only way a person could achieve any sort of 

immortality. 

How might this belief affect a person’s life? Does the custom of marrying relatives make more sense within this belief system? Do we 

retain some of this belief even today? How? 

 

MARRY / MARRIAGE: Marriage in the Middle East was the way the culture maintained its boundaries and assured the continuity 

of land and possessions. 

What makes marriage so important in the argument on personal resurrection for the Sadducees? Does this help to explain Jesus’ 

attitude toward marriage? 

 

WIDOW: The word widow in Hebrew means “silent one” or “one without a voice”. Not only is her very existence in this world and 

the next threatened, she became a walking dead person. 

What makes a widow such a good teaching example for this text? 

 

SEVEN BOTHERS: In order to insure the only form of immortality they would accept, a woman was expected to marry her deceased 

husband’s brother and raise up a son for him (See Dt. 25: 5-6). To make their point, the Sadducees pushed their example to the limit. 

Seven was thought to be a number that was complete and therefore did not need anything more. 

Is there anything more you need to help you believe in the resurrection? If so, what is it? 

 

WOMAN DIED TOO: Now the woman, having died childless, becomes a non-person. She would have no futurity in any form of life 

after life. This would make the main point; it is foolish to even talk about a resurrection at all. 

Have you ever had anyone think you are foolish for believing in a personal existence after physical death? If so, what was your 

response? 

 

PEOPLE OF THIS AGE / TAKING PART IN THAT AGE: To be of this age for a Sadducee was to be confined to accepting that 

death was the total end. 

Have you ever been with someone who did not believe in a life beyond life? If someone you loved were about to die and you did not 

have a belief in the resurrection, how do you thing this would affect your ability to accept his or her death? 

 

ANGELS /GOD’S CHILDREN: Pharisees believed in angels, and thought of them as God’s children. The Sadducees fiercely denied 

any such thing as angels. 

Where do you stand on the issue of angels? Does the concept of angels argue for a life beyond life? How? 

 

CHILDREN OF THE RESURRECTION: Marriage is for this time and space so that we can cooperate with God in God’s creative 

process. People who die and live in the ‘age to come’ do not need to have children, because life and death take on a new meaning for 

them.  

How do you imagine your life when you become a ‘child of the resurrection’? Are you one already? 

 

THE DEAD RISE: Jesus is using the scriptures the Sadducees accept when he quotes Ex. 3:6. This really is the ultimate question; is 

there a resurrection? 

How does this teaching help you as you grow into your understanding of life beyond life? 

 

GOD OF ABRAHAM, ISAAC, JACOB: The God of Jesus is the same God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The basic dispute in this 

text revolves around this truth. It is the Sadducee position that Jesus is a false prophet/teacher, and that he is not faithful to his own 

faith heritage. 

If you were a Pharisee how do you think you would have felt as you experienced this confrontation: If you were a Sadducee: If you 

were a Gentile attracted to Judaism? 

 

GOD OF THE DEAD / GOD OF THE LIVING: Many of the rival religions of Jesus’ day proclaimed gods that for all practical 

purposes were gods of the dead. 

If you were a Gentile, would this help you move towards leaving your gods for the one God? 

 

TO HIM ALL ARE ALIVE: Jesus’ God know no distinction between those who are ‘living’ and those who are ‘dead’. To Jesus’ 

God, all are always alive. 

Where are you in your acceptance of this truth? 

 

PARALLEL TEXTS: Lk. 20:27f // Mt. 22:23f; Lk. 20:28 // Dt. 25: 5-6; 2 Thess. 2:16-3:5; Lk. 20: 37 // Ex. 3:6, 15f;  

 

OTHER TEXTS OF THE WEEK: 2 Macc. 7: 1-2, 9-14; Ps. 17: 1, 5-8, 15; 2 Thess. 2: 16-3:5; Lk. 20: 27-38; 
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Revised Common Lectionary: Hag. 2: 1-9; Ps. 145: 1-5, 17-21; 2 Thess. 2: 1-5, 13-17; Lk. 20: 27-38; 

 

SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION: 

History does not provide us with the meaning of the resurrection; rather: the resurrection gives us the meaning of history.  
 Donald Goergen, O. P. 
 

The resurrection recapitulates the whole evolutionary emergent creation as a forward movement to become something new, a new 

heaven and a new earth. What took place in Christ is intended for the whole cosmos, union and transformation in the divine embrace 

of love!  ….The resurrection of Jesus undergirds the fact that life creates the universe, not the other way round. Every act of physical 

death is an act of new life in the universe. The resurrection of Jesus speaks to us of this new life. Ilia Delio 

 

We will be as unique in the resurrection as we are in our mortal bodies, because God, who loves each of us in our individuality, will 

give us bodies in which our most unique relationship with God will gloriously shine. Henri Nouwen 

 

Eternal life is not some great surprise that comes unannounced at the end of our existence in time; it is, rather, the full revelation of 

what we have been and have lived all along. Death is the portal to the fullness of life. Pg. 109. 
Nouwen, Henri. Life of the Beloved. NY. Crossroad. 1992. 

 

Traditional Judaism firmly believes that death is not the end of human existence. However, because Judaism is primarily focused on 

life here and now rather than on the afterlife, Judaism does not have much dogma about the afterlife, and leaves a great deal of room 

for personal opinion. It is possible for an Orthodox Jew to believe that the souls of the righteous dead go to a place similar to the 

Christian heaven, or that they are reincarnated through many lifetimes, or that they simply wait until the coming of the messiah, when 

they will be resurrected. Likewise, Orthodox Jews can believe that the souls of the wicked are tormented by demons of their own 

creation, or that wicked souls are simply destroyed at death, ceasing to exist. 

 

"As a person abandons worn-out clothes and acquires new ones, so when the body is worn out a new one is acquired by the Self, who 

lives within." —Bhagavad Gita 

 

In the Risen Christ, God reveals the final state of reality. God forbids us to accept "as-it-is" in favor of "what-God's-love-can-make-it." 

To believe in Resurrection means to cross and transcend boundaries. Because of the promise of the Resurrection of Jesus we 

realistically can have a passion for the possible. Richard Rohr 

 

Eternity is not an endless line running parallel with the line of time; it is a point; and what to us is past or future is as much present to 

eternity as is the actual moment we are now living.  Gerald Vaun 
 

 

BIBLICAL WAYS TO ACQUIRE A WIFE 
 Find an attractive prisoner of war, bring her home, shave her head, trim her nails, and give her new clothes.  Then she's yours.  -- 

Deuteronomy (Deuteronomy 21:11-13) 

 Find a prostitute and marry her.  -- Hosea (Hosea 1:1-3) 

 Find a man with seven daughters, and impress him by watering his flock.  -- Moses (Exodus 2:16-21) 

 Purchase a piece of property, and get a woman as part of the deal.  -- Boaz (Ruth 4:5-10) 

 Go to a party and hide.  When the women come out to dance, grab one and carry her off to be your wife.  -- Benjaminites (Judges 21:19-25) 

 Have God create a wife for you while you sleep.  Note:  this will cost you a rib.  - -- Adam (Genesis 2:19-24) 

 Agree to work seven years in exchange for a woman's hand in marriage.  Get tricked into marrying the wrong woman. Then work another 

seven years for the woman you wanted to marry in the first place.  (That's right:  fourteen years of toil for a woman.)  -- Jacob (Genesis 

29:15-30) 

 Cut off 200 foreskins off of your future father-in-law’s enemies and get his daughter for a wife.  -- David (I Samuel 18:27) 

 Even if no one is out there, just wander around a bit and you'll definitely find someone.  (It's all-relative of course.)  Cain (Genesis 4:16-17) 

 Become the emperor of a huge nation and hold a beauty contest.  -- Xerxes or Ahasuerus (Esther 2:3-4) 

 When you see someone you like, go home and tell your parents, "I have seen a ...woman; now get her for me.  If your parents question 

your decision, simply say, "Get her for me.  She's the one for me."  -- Samson (Judges 14:1-3) 

 Kill any husband and take HIS wife.  (Prepare to lose four sons though.)  -- David (2 Samuel 11) 

 Wait for your brother to die.  Take his widow.  (It's not just a good idea, it's the law.)  -- Onan and Boaz 

      (Deuteronomy or Leviticus, example in Ruth) 

 Don't be so picky.  Make up for quality with quantity. -- Solomon (1 Kings 11:1-3) 

 A wife?...NOT!!!  -- Paul (1 Corinthians 7:32-35) 

 

The wealthy had a paradise on earth in the back gardens of their estates. Access to a paradise was strictly confined to the wealthy and 

their guests. This lends an important social connotation to the use of the term "paradise" to designate the afterlife. For instance, the 

palaces of King Herod contain large architecturally designed gardens, complete with pools for refreshment and beauty. This large 

architectural feature was called a "paradise" (paradeisos in Greek), a pleasure garden, even by the rulers of the Hellenistic world. So, 

in some sense, the Herodians and Sadducees needed no paradise in the afterlife because they enjoyed paradise daily while on earth. 

http://www.jewfaq.org/olamhaba.htm#Resurrection
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/death.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/orthodox.htm
http://www.jewfaq.org/defs/messiah.htm
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The lower classes envisioned their lives after death in the form that the wealthiest enjoyed in this life and, to complete God's justice, 

usually denied the aristocrats (whom they thought sinful) access to it. The Sadducees are not the faulty Bible interpreters that the 

rabbis wish to make of them. They needed no paradise after death because they found paradise in their backyards. They believed that 

is exactly what they deserved, as stated in the Bible. Indeed, they stayed closer to the text of the Bible than the rabbis. Their sin was 

that they were literalists. But Sadducean denial of life after death put them in an understandable and respectable Greek position as 

well. They were seen as closely related intellectually to the Epicureans of the early Hellenistic period. It takes no stretch of the 

imagination to see that Stoicism and Epicureanism, with their lack of a beatific afterlife, would have appealed to them. Indeed,  

Josephus compared them to the Epicureans. Because of this easy and natural connection with Epicureanism, the aristocrats of the land 

of Israel were able to assume that Greek and Hebrew thought were easily synthesized. Like the aristocratic Epicureans of Greek 

culture, the traditional "old money" aristocracy of Hellenistic Israel felt that life should be faced in the most steadfast and brave terms, 

without reference to any beatific afterlife. It was a heroic and noble tradition that came down directly from the Biblical Sheol and from 

the Greek Hades, which was so well described in the epics. There was no reason to believe that these two places were not 

synonymous. Pgs. 378-9.    Segal. Alan F. Life After Death : A History of the Afterlife in Western Religion. NY. Doubleday. 2004. 

 

The Christian has no Law but Christ. Our “Law” is the new life itself which has been given to us in Christ. Our Law is not written in 

books but in the depths of our own hearts, not by the pen of human beings but by the finger of God. Our duty is now not just to obey 

but to live. We do not have to save ourselves, we are saved by Christ. We must live to God in Christ, not only as they who seek 

salvation but as they who are saved." Pg.: 147   Merton, Thomas. Seasons of Celebration. New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1950.  
 

"As the body must be born after completing its development in the womb, so a soul, when it has reached the limit of life in the body 

allotted it by God, must leave the body."  - St. Anthony the Great – 
  

When you go to the full depths and death, sometimes even the depths of your sin, you can always come out the other side--and the 

word for that is resurrection. Something or someone builds a bridge for you, recognizable only from the far side that carries you 

willingly, or even partly willingly, across. All that we hear from reputable and reliable sources (mystics, shamans, near-death visitors, 

and "nearing-death experiences") indicates no one is more surprised and delighted than the traveler himself or herself. Something or 

someone seems to fill the tragic gap between death and life, but only at the point of no return. None of us crosses over by our own 

effort or merits, purity, or perfection. We are all carried across by an uncreated and unearned grace--from pope, to president, to 

princess, to peasant. Worthiness is never the ticket, only deep desire, and the ticket is given in the desiring. The tomb is always finally 

empty. There are no exceptions to death, and there are no exceptions to grace. And I believe, with good evidence, that there are no 

exceptions to resurrection. Richard Rohr 
 

Choose Life 

Sometimes we are prisoners in prisons of our own design. We've carefully built our walls; we've made our prison safe and comfortable 

and then we have chosen to lock ourselves inside. And we do not call it a prison at all, we call it our home or work or responsibility. 

We are very careful to post guards so that nothing threatens the security of our prison. Some of us live and die there and suppose that 

we have been happy and that living was good. 

 

But sometimes, something or someone happens to us and the walls are shattered, and we lie helpless and exposed ... in view new 

horizons, new ideas, new experiences. When this happens manly of us quickly gather the stones rebuild our prison and retreat inside, 

but some few look around crawl out of the rubble and gaze the distance and wonder what if" the world is made of. They venture out to 

taste and smell and feel. These people never build prisons again. They are willing to risk the hurt and possible failure of living loving 

and dying with no guarantee of safety. They live with I the promise that there is fullness living. They take the risk and chose life. 

Molly Dee Rundle:  Grana, Janice, Ed. Images. Winona, MN. St. Mary’s College Press. 1976. CHOOSE LIFE: Page 50. 

 

The human spirit abides in the body very much as the chicken in the shell. If it were possible for the bird within the shell to be told 

that outside of it was a great widespread world, with all kinds of fruit and flowers, with rivers and grand mountains, that its mother 

also was there, and that it would see all this when set free from its shell, it could not understand or believe it…. In the same way there 

are many who are uncertain about the future life and the existence of God, because they cannot see beyond this shell-like body of 

flesh, and their thoughts, like delicate wings, cannot carry them beyond the narrow confines of the brain. Their weak eyes cannot 

discover those eternal and unfading treasures which God has prepared for those who love Him. - Sadhu Sundar Singh 

 

“Jesus's resurrection is the beginning of God's new project not to snatch people away from earth to heaven but to colonize earth with 

the life of heaven. That, after all, is what the Lord's Prayer is about.”  
― N.T. Wright, Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mission of the Church 

 

SUGGESTED READINGS:  

Links to all the books mentioned in this guide are on The Ark web site: www.theark1.com 
Beck, Robert. Sunday Homilies: Cycle C 2012.. Pgs.196-200. . To order contact Carol Oberfoell 

Beck, Robert. Sunday Homilies: Cycle B  2007. Pgs. 190-193.To order contact Carol Oberfoell 
Beck, Robert. Sunday Homilies: Cycle B 2010. Pgs.163-166.To order contact Carol Oberfoell 
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