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ENTERING THE SCENE: 

After 20 years of service as a chaplain in hospice, I resonate with this 

text in a special way. When the patient and family truly accepted that 

their time together on earth was about over, they many times made 

remarkable changes in their priorities. They seemed to know that the 

only thing anyone takes with them into life beyond life was the ability to 

receive and give love, so that became their primary objective for the 
time they had left together. Our person in today’s reading does not seem 

to have a sense of that; maybe even does not believe in a life beyond 

physical life at all. If that were the case, his choice makes sense. If you 

look at your phone calendar or online bank report, would they tell you 

where you stand on that issue? 

 

 Luke 12:13-21 

¹³ Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to 

divide the family inheritance with me.” ¹⁴ But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” ¹⁵ And he 

said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of 

possessions.” ¹⁶ Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. ¹⁷ And he thought to himself, ‘What 
should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ ¹⁸ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, 

and there I will store all my grain and my goods. ¹⁹ And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; 

relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ ²⁰ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things 

you have prepared, whose will they be?’ ²¹ So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.” 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION: Choices reveal our truths. What choices have I made this week that reveal how I understand being rich 

in ways that matter to God? 

 

PRAYER: Lord, your challenge to always remember that my life, my next breath, is a gift from you. A gift to be shared with all those 

you put in my path today. So often I succumb to the illusion that my days will stretch out into many years, only to be confronted by 

the sudden chaos of an accident or the loss of a beloved one to a health crisis. Please Lord keep me from fooling myself and help me 

guard against all the ways my culture helps and encourages me to be a fool. Amen  
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