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ENTERING THE SCENE: 

How to interpret this present time. A time when divisions are deep and 

like in the days of Jesus, life for some not even worth living. Addictions 

and suicide prevail. We sleep peacefully/or not/ with the choices our 

leaders are making on our behalf. Like the beleaguered disciples we are 

drawn to Jesus’ understanding of God, but, and there is always a -but. 

How to live in the midst of all this without being a hypocrite is getting 

harder and harder to do. We see ‘clouds’ rising and turn to the weather 

channel to see when we need to go to our “safe place”. And yet somehow 

we are drawn to our only safe place. The one Jesus offers. God’s 

unconditional love. Indeed. How do we interpret this present time? 

 

Luke 12: 49-56 

⁴⁹ “I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already 

kindled! ⁵⁰ I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress 

I am under until it is completed! ⁵¹ Do you think that I have come to 

bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! ⁵² From now 

on five in one household will be divided, three against two and two against three; ⁵³ they will be divided: father against son and son 

against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law 

against mother-in-law.” ⁵⁴ He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to 

rain’; and so it happens. ⁵⁵ And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. ⁵⁶ You 

hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present 

time? 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTION: Holding on to our true selves often sets in motion resistance. How do I deal with this pushback? 

 

PRAYER: Teacher Jesus, you knew that truth often divides people because each person thinks they have the whole truth when in fact 

they only have a part of a truth. We need to long for the whole truth that you bring to us. Help us as we gather together at home, work 

and school in these days of deep divisions. Guide us as we grope towards the peace that eludes us. Amen   

 

WORD STUDY AND QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 

FIRE: John the Baptist promised a baptism with the Holy Spirit and with fire (Lk. 3:16). Jesus now becomes the fire that will light up 

the world, and purify and transfigure elements much as fire changes the form and cleanses matter. 

Has your baptism transfigured/ purified you? Do you light up the world with your awareness of God’s love? 

 

KINDLED: To kindle something is to light it up, set it on fire, or to reproduce as in animate life. 

How does the Word of God in Jesus light you up, set you on fire, and enable you to give life. 

 

BAPTISM: Jesus uses the word baptism to indicate a death to one way of being and a rebirth to a new way of being. 

What ‘baptisms’ have you experienced? Did it feel like a death long before you realized a new birth? 

 

HAVE TO BE BAPTIZED: We usually use this word for experiencing something dangerous or painful. Most often, we do it under 

duress, e.g. surgery, deportation, illness etc. We literally ‘go under’ something.  

Why do you think Jesus chose to undergo what he knew awaited him in Jerusalem? What have you ‘gone under’ for the sake of your 

belief in the God of Jesus? 

 

STRESS I AM UNDER: In other translations the word anguished is used here.  Jesus is suffering because of the misunderstanding of 

the disciples and the people. They literally “don’t get it!”  

http://www.theark1.com/
https://www.thewitnessonline.org/
http://theark1.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/Lk-12-49-53.pdf
https://newoma.wordpress.com/2012/02/18/blossoming-of-creative-fire/
http://ronrolheiser.com/living-with-criticism/
http://newmelleray.org/Homily_Library
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IESYMFtLIis
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When was the last time you were similarly distressed when those you hoped understood you did not? Did that stop you from going on? 

If not, what enabled you to continue? What do you think enabled Jesus to go on? 

 

PEACE: Those longing for the peace of David looked for a Messiah who would establish them in a united and superior position like 

in David’s time. It was a peace built on power and material plenty. Jesus’ peace hardly resembled this hope. Jesus knew that his kind 

of peace would first bring division. 

Can you give an example of this process working itself out today? Do you see how the current division can lead to peace if people 

choose to follow Jesus’ example? 

 

DIVISION / DIVIDED: Jesus knew that his way of understanding God was the cause of severe divisions. He prepared the disciples 

for the inevitable misunderstanding and stress that would cause. 

Have you ever had to pave the way for a new understanding and you expected division in the process? If so, how can this memory help 

you to “get” what Jesus is about in this text? 

 

AGAINST: We find the word against nine times in these few verses. I can imagine the disciples saying; “alright already”. “We get the 

picture”. 

Do you think that they really did get the picture? Do you empathize with the disciples and the people of Jesus’ day? Have you ever 

been warned of something repeatedly? Were you able to get the picture?   

(Biblical numerology. Number 9 is a symbol of divine plan, finality and full cycle. Jesus dies at 3 pm, which is the 9 th hour of the 

day in order to save humanity. Number 9 is also a number of Holy Spirit fruits, such as: love, peace, kindness, gentleness, belief, 

happiness, loyalty, suffering and self-moderation.) 

 

YOU SEE: We learn by seeing and putting two and two together. Clouds often mean rain; wind from the south means heat. Jesus 

invites us to learn from him about a new reality that cannot often be seen; that is, God is love. 

What in this reading helps you to see that God is love? 

 

YOU SAY: Twice we hear; you say. Jesus the teacher leads the students to examine what is going on in front of them. 

How does his challenge invite the disciples to a deeper understanding of what is going on? 

 

HYPOCRITES / APPEARANCE: The words hypocrite and appearance have common roots. Both pretend to be something they are 

not. 

How do you tell the difference between the deep reality and the surface impression? 

  

INTERPRET: To interpret is to bring out the meaning of something. 

What meaning does this scripture passage have for you today?  

 

PRESENT TIME: Many times we live life looking in our rear view mirrors. We judge the present by what has been before, instead 

of seeing the new thing in front of us. 

What new thing has this scripture introduced you to today?  Are there any beliefs that you have that prevent you from seeing the new 

thing coming into being in your faith life? Are the disciple’s good examples of how you approach God’s revelation? 

 

PARALLEL TEXTS: Lk. 12:49 // Lk. 9:22; Lk. 12:50 // Jn. 12:27; Lk. 12: 51f // Mt. 10:34f; Lk. 2:34; Lk. 12: 53 // Mi. 7:6; Mt: 

10:35; Lk. 12: 54 // Mt. 16:2f;  

(Lk. 12:49 cf. Didymus of Ps. 89:7 and Origen, Homily on Jeremiah 3:3 – So the Savior speaks: “He who is near me is near the fire; 

and he who is far from me is far from the kingdom.”) 

 

OTHER TEXTS OF THE WEEK: Jer. 38: 4-6, 8-10; Ps. 40:2-4, 18; Heb. 12:1-4; Lk. 12:49-53 

Revised Common Lectionary: Is. 5:1-7; Ps. 80: 1-2, 8-19; Heb. 11:29-12:2; Lk. 12:49-56; 

 

SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION: 

Large families called churches and small families called homes are ever-evolving. All evolution involves pain, suffering and death. 

Turmoil is an evolutionary element of all life. Instead of attempting to smother the disruptive trouble, help it run its full fiery course 

by patiently listening to all voices, finding validity in each until reaching a peaceful resolution. In life, imitate art which loves to play 

with disturbing disorder and entertains chaotic clutter in order to create new, dynamic rearrangement of previous forms. Ed Hays 

 

Perhaps quantum physics can help us reclaim what we've lost because our dualistic minds couldn't understand or experience the living 

paradox that Jesus represents. Now science is confirming there is no clear division between matter and spirit. Everything is 

interpenetrating. As Franciscan scientist and theologian Ilia Delio says, "We are in the universe and the universe is in us." Christ's very 

nature mirrors this universal reality that we are all one, just as he is one within himself. Richard Rohr 

 

https://mbreal23.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/revised_grail_psalms_psalter.pdf
https://mbreal23.files.wordpress.com/2011/01/revised_grail_psalms_psalter.pdf
http://www.edwardhays.com/haystack-blog/category/conflict
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A paradox is something that initially looks like a contradiction, but if you go deeper with it and hold it longer or at a different level, it 

isn't necessarily so. Holding out for a reconciling third, a tertium quid, allows a very different perspective and gives a different pair of 

eyes beyond mere either/or.  Richard Rohr 

 

When we look critically at the many thoughts and feelings that fill our minds and hearts, we may come to the horrifying discovery that 

we often choose death instead of life, curse instead of blessing.  Jealousy, envy, anger, resentment, greed, lust, vindictiveness, 

revenge, hatred ... they all float in that large reservoir of our inner life.  Often we take them for granted and allow them to be there and 

do their destructive work. But God asks us to choose life and to choose blessing.  This choice requires an immense inner discipline.  It 

requires a great attentiveness to the death-forces within us and a great commitment to let the forces of life come to dominate our 

thoughts and feelings.  We cannot always do this alone; often we need a caring guide or a loving community to support us.   But it is 

important that we both make the inner effort and seek the support we need from others to help us choose life. Dt. 30: 19. Henri Nouwen 

 

Lk. 12.49–53: Familial division (Mt 10.34–36). 49: Fire, symbolizing judgment (Mt 3.11; 7.19; Mk 9.48; Lk 3.16). 50: Baptism, here, 

Jesus’ death. 51: Division, 8.21; 9.61; 18.29. 53: See Mic 7.6. 12.54–56: Interpreting signs (Mt 16.2–3). 56: Hypocrites, see 13.15. 

12.57–59: Avoiding litigation (Mt 5.25–26). 59: Penny, Gk “lepton,” the smallest Greek coin. Two “lepta” make a “quadrans” (Mt 

5.26; Mk 12.42), eight an assarion (12.6n.). Pg. 129. The Jewish Annotated New Testament 

 

Thus, through his baptismal experience, Jesus discovers his identity as Son, the continual presence of the Father in his life, the power 

of the Spirit who dwells in him, and his mission to be achieved through the proclamation of his kingdom and through suffering. In 

other words, from within his deepest identity he discovers a mystery to be revealed and a mission to be accomplished by himself. Pg. 

44.  Olivera, Bernado. OCSO. The Sun at Midnight. Collegeville,MN. Liturgical Press. 2012 

 

SALT AND FIRES 
In the Aramaic language that Jesus spoke the word translated as "earth" -and in this passage, culturally more plausibly-be translated as 

"earth-oven." The "earth-oven," the common stove in Mediterranean villages was made of mud or clay.  The fuel it burned was camel-

dung patties, dried and salted so that they would burn better.  Salt has mysterious power.  The block of salt on the floor of the earth-

oven kept the fire going just as much as the salt crystals in the dung patties.  Eventually a block of salt in the earth-oven loses its 

catalytic ability and must be thrown out (Matt 5:13).  Salt that can no longer burn the fuel or prepare the fuel is useless (Luke 14:34-

35). 

 

SALTY OR FIERY PEOPLE 
Jesus came to light the oven (Luke 12:49), that is, Jesus presents himself as a catalyst.  He causes fires to break out, arguments to 

erupt, and families to quarrel and become divided in their opinion of him.  He urges his disciples likewise to be catalytic and to do the 

same thing he does (Matt 5:13; Mark 9:49). Page 124 
Pilch, John J. The Cultural World of Jesus-Cycle C. Collegeville, MN. The Liturgical Press. 1997. 
 

Jesus did not come with a hammer to beat the unruly into submission, 

Thor's hammer enforcing law and order from above.  No, he came to 

the cross; and the other side had the hammer, and the nails.  His 

approach was unusual.  He entered into the hostilities from the side of 

the subjected, not the enforcer, on the side of the sinner who deserved 

punishment, as well as the victim who did not deserve it, but got it 

anyway.  In his topsy-turvy approach to his mission, Jesus imposed 

nothing, forced no one.  And in that fact he went against our deepest 

prejudices about the proper way to maintain order, achieve peace, and 

in general produce a better world.  And what is worse, he gives every 

indication of expecting his followers to adopt his style.  At the very 

least, it should make us nervous. …Jesus' peace is neither the stillness 

that results from clamping a cover on unrest nor the silence that allows 

a bad situation to go unprotested.  His kind of peace looks a lot like 

disruption.  It is messier, In that it pushes to the heart of things.  And in 

the human heart it finds the stubbornness that refuses letting go.   Beck, Fr. Robert. Witness. 8/7/83. Pg. 5. 

 

By the mysterious forces of destiny mankind is confronted with a stern dilemma: either to continue its predatory policies of individual 

and tribal selfishness that lead it to its inevitable doom, or to embark upon the policies of universal solidarity that brings humanity to 

the spirit for heaven on earth. It is up to every one of us which of the two roads we prefer to choose. Pitirim Sorokin  

I have learned through bitter experience the one supreme lesson to conserve my anger, and as heat conserved is transmuted into 

energy, even so our anger controlled can be transmuted into a power that can move the world. - Mahatma Gandhi  

file:///C:/Users/Connie%20May/Documents/STUDY%20GUIDES/The%20Jewish%20Annotated%20N%20T.pdf
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It should indeed be clear to the church, Christ's priestly, buried body, that Holy Baptism and Holy Communion represent that death 

and resurrection whose boundary stands Christ's Holy Sabbath sepulcher. As water drowns, the Son of God was baptized unto death, 

so that those who participate through baptism in his new life may only do so as sharers first in his own burial and grave (Lk. 12:50) . 

Though easily reduced to family sentiment and spurious celebrations of childhood innocence and prettiness, baptism is thus a stark 

reminder of captivity and death - the waters of the Red Sea which open up a way to freedom and new life in a Promised Land of milk 

and honey only being first a watery grave for the pursuing, dehumanizing forces of slavery an tyranny, and of the flood which 

delivered Noah and his family only through the destruction of all things. Likewise God on Easter Saturday entered into the deadly, 

hellish waters of estrangement and division, and in so doing triumphed all the more creatively over the demon' powers of hostility and 

negativity. Thus do we through baptism resist the powers that be, which keep humanity divided and at odds; and we commit ourselves 

to the replacement of those powers with God's new order on the earth, of peace and reconciliation. Pg. 396.          

Christ’s whole ministry, indeed, was an extended baptism, plunging deeper and deeper into the waters of our wickedness and 

weakness, which led through the wilderness temptation to climatic violence, trial, and passion in Jerusalem. “I have a baptism to be 

baptized with; and how I am constrained until it is accomplished” (Lk. 12:50). Pg.447              

 Lewis, Alan E. Between Cross and Resurrection.  Grand Rapids, MI. Eerdmans. 2001. 

When any one of us is deeply identified with the limited and separate self-sense that is ego, our experience of the power of choice 

does not feel free. One feels very much like a victim, a prisoner of one's own emotional, psychological, and conceptual world. In the 

ego, there is a very fixed, unconscious, and habit-driven relationship to experience, which makes it appear as if there is no freedom of 

choice. But when we discover the evolutionary impulse, which is our own Authentic Self, something very important occurs. When our 

miraculous capacity to choose becomes liberated to a significant degree from the ego's narrow world, we become capable of 

expressing enlightenment through action. Eventually, if we go far enough in our own higher development, in our spiritual evolution, 

our capacity to choose will become profoundly aligned with the first cause, the god principle, the energy and intelligence behind the 

initial choice to become. And when your power of choice begins to align itself with the creative impulse in this way, then your own 

deepest heart-felt spiritual aspiration and desire to evolve becomes one with the original intention to create the universe. And you 

begin to see that the next step in evolution has everything to do with conscious choice. Andrew Cohen 

173. Naturally, this attitude of listening entails obedience to the Gospel as the ultimate standard, but also to the Magisterium that 

guards it, as we seek to find in the treasury of the Church whatever is most fruitful for the “today” of salvation. It is not a matter of 

applying rules or repeating what was done in the past, since the same solutions are not valid in all circumstances and what was useful 

in one context may not prove so in another. The discernment of spirits liberates us from rigidity, which has no place before the 

perennial “today” of the risen Lord. The Spirit alone can penetrate what is obscure and hidden in every situation, and grasp its every 

nuance, so that the newness of the Gospel can emerge in another light. Pope Francis 

 

“The problem of personal mastery versus self-surrender exists in every moment of choice. It appears in the most mundane of daily 

decisions, and it glows fiercely in the way we view the very meaning of existence. It presents us with a dilemma; a dilemma that can 

confuse us and may—if taken far enough—even destroy us. Fundamentally, this dilemma has to do with whether we engage the 

deepest levels of our lives in willing or in willful ways.”– Gerald G. May, Will & Spirit 

 

Our lives are worth more than the best deal that might tempt you to sell your soul. Pg. xxxvii 
Homan, Daniel, OSB & Pratt, Lonni Collins. Radical Hospitality. Brewster, MA. Paraclete Press. 2002.  

 

The world is made up of the people who are fully alive in it: that is, of the people who can be themselves in it and can enter into a 

living and fruitful relationship with each other in it. The world is, therefore, more real in proportion as the people in it are able to be 

more fully and more humanly alive: that is to say, better able to make a lucid and conscious use of their freedom. Basically, this 

freedom must consist first of all in the capacity to choose their own lives, to find themselves on the deepest possible level. A 

superficial freedom to wander aimlessly here and there, to taste this or that, to make a choice of distractions … is simply a sham. It 

claims to be a freedom of “choice” when it has evaded the basic task of discovering who it is that chooses. It is not free because it is 

unwilling to face the risk of self-discovery.  
Thomas Merton. “Learning to Live” in Love and Living. Edited by Naomi Burton Stone and Brother Patrick Hart. New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1979: 3-4. 

 

Almost the whole life of religious bodies lies in the maintenance of their first fervor. Ignatius Loyola 

 

After the ‘individual’s fundament choice’ will come the common option of the mass of mankind. A day must come, he believes, when 

men ‘will have finally become conscious of their common unity and their intimate links with all the rest of the universe, and will hold 

in their hands the plentitude of their soul, to cast it freely into the divine centre’. It is then that the final option will be made, in the 

form of a world’s choice between revolt and worship. Pg. 113. 
de Lubac, Henri. The Religion of Teilhard de Chardin.  NY. Desclee Co. 1962.  

 

"The progress of the person and the progress of society go together. Our modern world cannot attain to peace, and to a fully equitable 

social order, merely by the application of laws which act upon humanity, so to speak, from outside ourselves. The transformation of 

http://w2.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/papa-francesco_esortazione-ap_20180319_gaudete-et-exsultate.html
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society begins within the person. It begins with the maturing and opening out of personal freedom in relation to other freedoms-in 

relation to the rest of society. The Christian "giving" that is required of us is a full and intelligent participation in the life of our world, 

not only on a basis of natural law, but also in the communion and reconciliation of interpersonal love. This means a capacity to be 

open to others as persons, to desire for others all that we know to be needful for ourselves, all this is required for the full growth and 

even temporal happiness of a fully personal existence." 
Thomas Merton. Love and Living. Naomi Burton Stone and Brother Patrick Hart, editors. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 1979: 155.  
 

Let your lamps not be quenched and your loins be not ungirded. Didache 16:1 

 

Neutrality helps the oppressor, never the victim. Silence encourages the tormentor, never the tormented. -Elie Wiesel 

 

Free will is not taken away because it is assisted (by grace), but is assisted in order that it not be taken away. 
St. Augustine – 

 

The choice is ours. We can use strangers to demarcate lines of separation, or we can seek the growing edges toward which difference 

prods us. Pg. 144. Holmes, Barbara A. Race and the Cosmos 

God is always choosing people. First impressions aside, God is not primarily choosing them for a role or a task, although it might 

appear that way. God is really choosing them to be God’s self in this world, each in a unique situation. If they allow themselves to 

experience being chosen, being a beloved, being somehow God’s presence in the world, they invariably communicate that same 

chosenness to others. And thus the Mystery passes on from age to age. Yes, we do have roles and tasks in this world, but finally they 

are all the same—to uniquely be divine love in a way that no one else can or will.  
Richard Rohr:  Things Hidden: Scripture as Spirituality, pp. 42-43 

 

“Every person must decide whether they will walk in the light of creative altruism or the darkness of destructive selfishness. This is 

the judgment. Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, “What are you doing for others?” -Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

SUGGESTED READINGS: 

Links to all the books mentioned in this guide are on The Ark web site: www.theark1.com 

Beck, Robert. Sunday Homilies: Cycle B  2007. Pgs.145-147.  

Beck, Robert. Sunday Homilies: Cycle C 2012. Pgs. 143-147.  

Rolheiser, Fr. Ron. Following Jesus… 

Out of the Mire: http://americamagazine.org/content/the-word/out-mire  

Foster, Richard. Prayer.  HarperSanFrancisco, CA  1992.  FORGIVE US: Pg. 154. 

White, William R. Stories For the Journey. Minneapolis, MN. Augsburg Pub. House. 1988. . The Fourth Temptation. Pages 25-6. 

Mitchell, Stephen. The Enlightened Heart. NY. Harper & Row. 1989. The Winged Energy of Delight. Page 129. 

Grana, Janice, Ed. Images. Winona, MN. St. Mary’s College Press. 1976.   CHOICE. Page 141. 

Why Societies Collapse  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IESYMFtLIis 

The dichotomy between my heart and my mind, / is a great gift. / My ability and responsibility to listen to the dissent in myself,                                                                                      

/ to at least give it a consideration, / is key not only to my consciousness, / but to real growth.                                                                                                              

                                                                                             

To accept my duality is to learn my identity. / Identity is something that we must constantly learn /It is not just who I am.                                                          

It is a process / in which I must be active.                                                                      

   

This dichotomy and the tension between my heart and my mind / never goes away.                                                                          

 

  I thought that achieving things, / that solving dilemmas, / would quiet that voice; / it has not.  

 

I thought that happiness meant total peace,/  learning instead that peace / comes from the acceptance of the part of me / that can never 

be at peace. / It will always be searching. / As I learn to accept / that Peace is/ Love in action, /  

 

Our culture is not high on contradiction or ambiguity; / it likes things to be pigeonholed / good or bad, black or white, blue or red. /  

And I’m not like that; /  

 

I’m more interesting than that. / I have contradictions within myself / and see them in other people / and do not judge them for it.  

 

In a world where true dialogue has fallen away / and given way to shouting and bullying, / the most needed thing is not just honest / 

dialogue; it is learning something / and it is changing.  

 

The only way really to understand my values and their worth / is to understand the opposite./ Truth is/ in the coming together of / 

Opposites. 

 

http://www.earlychristianwritings.com/didache.html
http://ronrolheiser.com/following-jesus-according-to-the-letter-or-the-spirit/#.V4AWq7grKhc
http://americamagazine.org/content/the-word/out-mire
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IESYMFtLIis
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Though I may not wish to be,/ I am connected to people with different views./ I can’t get away from it. / This connection is part of my 

dichotomy. / It is the tension in me. / This tension isn’t about two opposite points, / it’s about everything in between the / and being 

stretched by them. 

 

I need to acknowledge and honor that tension / and its related connection. 

 

My connection is not just to the people I love, / but to everybody, / including people I can’t stand / and wish weren’t around.  

 

The connection we have / is part of what defines me / on a basic level. 

 

So here’s the thing about trying to change the world. / It turns out that’s not even the question, / because I don’t have a choice.  

 

I AM changing the world / because I do not pass through life, / it passes through me. 

 

I experience it, / I interpret it, / I act, / and then the world is different. / It happens constantly.  

 

I AM changing the world. / I always have been, / and now, it becomes real for me / on a level  

 

And that’s why I am writing about / the tension within me, / because I am / not in a clichéd sense, / but in a weirdly literal sense, / 

life. 

 

I am the broken world / and the act of changing it. / I don’t just live. / I am connected to death. / I AM life. / I live all of my life. / 

I strive to understand it, / see it, / appreciate it, / and enJoy doing it. John Chuchman   

 

https://www.amazon.com/s?k=B002BLJKAW&i=digital-text&_encoding=UTF8&shoppingPortalEnabled=true

