
Oct. 23, 2019 Luke 18: 9-14 & Sir. 35: 12-18 
www.theark1.com 
Connie May © 9/16/16 
Drawing with permission by Fr. Robert Beck 
Link to  Beck  
Stone, Naomi. Sacred Offering From the Heart 
Rolheiser, Fr. Ron. FEAR NOT YOU ARE INADEQUATE!  
Monastery Sunday Homilies 

ENTERING THE SCENE:  
Raymond Parr in his book Process, Person, Presence teaches: “The most 
common offense of authoritarianism is self-righteousness. Authoritarians 
arrogate power and privilege to themselves and consider themselves to be 
the source of the gift and well-being that the law of God gives to those who 
receive it. Self-righteousness is the ultimate lie, the ultimate sin, the 
unforgivable sin – the sin against the Spirit. Self-righteousness is the 
contradiction of faith, the contradiction of the word, the self-affirmation of 
no need of any other or of God. Such a person cannot serve or be served and 
such authority excludes any belonging.” Let us hope that we and the people 
addressed in this parable avoid this tragic mistake. 

Luke 18:9-14 
9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked 
down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 10 Two men went up to the 
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  11 The 
Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: 'God, I thank you that I am 

not like other men--robbers, evildoers, adulterers--or even like this tax collector.  12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I 
get.'  13 But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, 'God, have 
mercy on me, a sinner.'  14 I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts 
themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted."   

DISCUSSION QUESTION: In what ways am I tempted to look down on someone else? What makes me vulnerable to this 
temptation? 

PRAYER: Parable master, you seem to find ways to “name the elephant in the room” with your stories. This give me the freedom to 
look within to see the truth you are revealing to me in ways that invites growth in my ability to love others and myself, because you 
show me how God loves. Give me the courage to be honest with myself as I ponder your parables. Amen 

WORD STUDY AND QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 
CONFIDENT: To be confident is to have faith in someone or something. 
What is the source of the Pharisee’s confidence? The tax-collectors confidence? Your confidence? 

RIGHTEOUSNESS: Righteousness is the state of being in right relation with everyone and everything. 
What is the Pharisee’s idea of righteousness? The tax-collectors righteousness? Your righteousness? 

LOOKED DOWN: Our Pharisee not only looked down on others, he prayed with unbowed head.  
(See information below on STOOD UP below).  
If you would have been in the temple that day, what might you think about these two men as you observed their prayer? 

TEMPLE: The temple was seen to be where God resided on earth.  
Why do you think Jesus situated this parable in the temple? What point does being in the temple make that no other site could make? 
Do you think this point was lost on those who were in control? 

PRAY / PRAYED: When we pray we attempt to be in communion with God. 
Does being in church make a difference for you when you pray than when you pray in other places? Why? 

PHARISEE: The Pharisees were a group of people who wanted to go above and beyond what was expected in their faith life. They 
had distinctive observances of prayer, fasting, almsgiving, and tithing. 
What makes this virtuous behavior go wrong? Do you know of any modern day Pharisees? Are you one? 

TAX COLLECTOR: Rome had a system of collecting taxes that included at least three levels. The lowest level was the one who 
actually collected the tolls at the gates and markets. This is probably the level of our man in this parable. In this world where often the 
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unjust systems insulate themselves from the people suffering the most from those systems, the one “on the line” receives the put 
downs and those above receive the spoils. 
Who are today’s tax collectors? Do you stop to think of who is profiting from the unjust system when you ascribe blame? Do you take 
the time and effort to “follow the money”? 

STOOD UP: The customary posture for prayer in the Jewish tradition for priests is to stand, and often included raising the arms to the 
heavens, or to cross the arms over the chest and bow the head. Both postures included standing. 
What is your customary posture for prayer? How does your posture affect your prayer?  

ABOUT HIMSELF: In another translation we see the words “with head unbowed”.  If the Pharisee prays with unbowed head he 
sends the message that he is not like other men, but like the priests.  
What is Jesus saying when he gives us these details? If you knew the Pharisee was not a priest, how would you have responded to this 
parable? 

I AM NOT LIKE OTHER MEN: This self-righteous man was only “telling it like it is” from his perspective. He appears to equate 
the difference to his own merits which have come from his behavior.  
What is wrong with his assumption? Why is it easy to get into that kind of thinking? 

FAST TWICE A WEEK: A righteous person was only obligated to fast once a year on the Day of Atonement (Lev. 16: 29-31). Our 
man of prayer was going way above and beyond this requirement. 
Since there is nothing inherently wrong with fasting, why do you think that Jesus used this example to make his point?  

TENTH: In Dt. 14:22-29 we find the requirements of tithing. Our first century Pharisee observed both the first and second tithes that 
went way beyond the legal requirements. 
If you were to ask the Pharisee what he understanding of God would be, what do you think he would say? 
Is this what Jesus was hoping to challenge in this parable? 

DISTANCE: The tax collector could not even bring himself to come near the Pharisee, thereby recognizing his inferior status. In fact, 
it would have taken courage to even enter the temple. 
When was the last time it took all the courage you had to come to God with your needs? 

WOULD NOT EVEN LOOK UP: We find that this man could not even look up, let alone lift up his hands in prayer. 
What do you know about this man from this information? If you were there that day, what feelings do you think you would have had 
about this person? 

BEAT HIS BREAST: To beat ones breast in a Middle-Eastern gesture peculiar to women (Lk. 23:27). Men used it only in extreme 
anguish as in our text today and in Luke 23:48. 
What is this person’s conception of God? Is his God approachable and merciful? Does this parable bring you a sense of confidence in 
God’s unconditional love? 

MERCY: Unlike the Pharisee, this man knew he needed God’s help. 
Do you find it hard to come to God for help? Have you ever said, “All I can do now is pray”? What does this say about your 
understanding of God? 

SINNER: To sin is to miss the mark. One man not only hit the mark (in his estimation) but also went way beyond simply hitting the 
mark. Our other man knew that he missed the mark and without God’s mercy had no hope of ever being accepted. Our tax collector, 
by having to earn a living in this way, automatically became a “sinner”. 
What happens when you are in a situation that calls for breaking the rules like our tax collector? 

JUSTIFIED: To justify is to defend or uphold something as well grounded or warranted. 
Can anyone other than God be a source of justification? Is this the source of the Pharisee’s problem? 

EXALTS/ EXALTED: To exalt is to raise or elevate someone or something. 
Can anyone other than God be a source of exaltation? What happens when you let someone or something else be a source of your 
elevation? 

HIMSELF: One man does for himself what only God can do. The other man pleads for God to do what he knows he cannot do for 
himself. 
Is this the point of this parable? What does this tell you about the God of Jesus? 

HUMBLED / HUMBLES: Honest self-appraisal recognizes the true nature of things. This leads to a healthy state of humility and 
openness to change and growth. 
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Can you find any common threads between this parable and other parables? Examples: the unjust steward, the rich man and Lazarus, 
the ten lepers, etc.? 

PARALLEL TEXTS: Lk. 18:9 // Lk. 16:15; Mt. 23:28; Lk. 18:14 // Lk. 14:11; Mt. 23:12; Mt. 18:4; 

OTHER TEXTS OF THE WEEK: Sir. 35:12-14, 16-18; Ps. 34: 2-3, 17-19, 23; 2 Tim. 4:6-8, 16-18; Lk. 18:9-14; 
Revised Common Lectionary: Joel 2:23-32; Ps. 65; 2 Tim. 4:6-8, 16-18; Lk. 18:9-14; 

SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION: 
It’s hard to see the whole picture when we are inside the frame. Fr. Ralph Powell, O.P. 

God gave you the abilities that you have and you rejoice in them, but you always recognize the source of all that you have and you 
keep on trying to make yourself better, fulfilled; use the gifts and come to be all that God wants you to be. That's humility, and it can 
be a difficult virtue to understand, I think.  Bp Thomas Gumbleton 

 Humility is living in the truth; it is submitting to the truth. It is living the human condition of inadequacy and dependence with clear 
awareness of what matters most. Fr. Jonah Wharff 

 A good article: In overvaluing confidence, we’ve forgotten the power of humility 

Humility moves a person from seeking power over others and enables the person to enjoy power with others and for others. Humility 
is reverential knowledge that relates us to the other; it becomes the first step toward true solidarity. Humility allows the person to 
respond to the other without defensiveness or arrogance. Rather than a self-effacing and demeaning form of groveling, humility leads 
to a spiritual freedom. When asked how one attains true human freedom, St. Augustine answered that "the first step is humility, and 
the second step is humility again, and the third step is humility; and as often as you may ask, I would give the same answer: humility." 
Humility is the true antidote for violence. It is a necessary virtue in our contemporary age insofar as it counteracts the arrogance and 
self-centeredness that lead us to dehumanize the other, whether that occurs in war or in a hospital bed. It thus is a virtue that is just as 
important in the field of health care as it is in international relations. FR. THOMAS NAIRN, OFM, PhD 

The way to Christ is first through humility, second through humility, third through humility. If humility does not precede and 
accompany and follow every good work we do, if it is not before us to focus on, if it is not beside us to lean upon, if it is not behind us 
to fence us in, pride will wrench from our hand any good deed we do at the very moment we do it. -Augustine 

The Christian ethos of otherness does not allow for the acceptance or the rejection of the Other on the basis of his or her qualities, 
natural or moral. Everyone’s otherness and uniqueness is to be respected on the simple basis of each person’s ontological particularity 
and integrity. Not only the rejection, therefore, but even the mere tolerance of the Other on the basis of such qualities would be 
incompatible with the Christian ethos. Pg. 86.    Zizioulas, John D. Communion and Otherness. NY. T & T Clark. 2006 

From a psychoanalytic standpoint, then, our unconscious motivations keep us from true purity of heart. We are not alone in the 
struggle. The writings of spiritual giants throughout history reveal their repeated struggles to find purity of heart and wholeness of love 
in the midst of their own mixed motivations. Further, as they grew in purity, they became ever more humbled by the apparent 
endlessness of their attachments. This is one reason why authentic spiritual growth is accompanied by increasing awareness of one’s 
own need for God’s mercy rather than pride in one’s holiness. It may also why Jesus revered the simply honesty of the tax collector’s 
prayer: “God be merciful to me a sinner.” Pgs 54-5.    May, Gerald G. M.D. Addiction and Grace . N.Y. Harper & Row, 1988. 

Here we can recall that because virtue is the mean between extremes. The despair that characterized many souls in the medieval and 
modern church was as extensive as the presumption that dominates many people today. Thus, in a merciless understanding of the 
pervasiveness of sin, many earlier preachers and theologians left us with little hope and great despairing anxiety. Conversely, 
dismissing our sinfulness and ignoring the gift of Jesus’ mercy, today’s preachers insist on our goodness, leaving us with the vice of 
presumptions instead of the virtue of hope. Many of us today stand convinced like the Pharisee that we are not sinners like the tax 
collector. Pg. 100.    Harrington, Daniel –Keenan, James Jesus and Virtue Ethics  NY. Sheed & Ward Book. 2002.  

Today we need to develop a more foundational understanding of sin, and we need to turn to Scripture to develop such an adequate 
theology. There we should acknowledge first that few figures in the New Testament ever recognize their sinfulness. As a matter of 
fact, few ever know whether they are good or bad. (Mt. 25: 31-46; Lk: 16: 19-31; Mt. 22: 11-14; Lk. 18: 10-14; Mk. 14: 29-31) …
Jesus recognizes our profound ignorance as he utters his dying words, “Forgive them for they know not what they do” (Lk. 23:34). Pg. 
98.   Harrington, Daniel –Keenan, James Jesus and Virtue Ethics NY. Sheed & Ward Book. 2002.  

Truth is approached humbly, and the approach is a form of seeking rather than an insistence on certainty at every point.  
John Garvey Admitting Ignorance. Commonweal 6/15/07. Pg.6. 

Whenever, therefore, people are deceived and form opinions wide of the truth, it is clear that the error has slid into their minds through 
the medium of certain resemblances to that truth.  Socrates 
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The greatest deception men suffer is from their own opinions. Leonardo da Vinci 

But Faith, fanatic faith, once wedded fast to some dear falsehood, hugs it to the last. Thomas Moore 

Charity and kindness unwedded to truth are not charity and kindness, but deceit and vanity. Ignatius Loyola 

But the bountiful good of the truth does not come until we’ve danced with a few demons long hidden in the psyche.  
Homan, Daniel, OSB & Pratt, Lonni Collins. Radical Hospitality. Brewster, MA. Paraclete Press. 2002. Pg. 92  

   The most famous of the breath prayers is the Jesus Prayer: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” As you can 
tell this prayer is derived from Jesus’ parable on self-righteousness, in which the tax collector beat his chest and prayed, “God be 
merciful to me, a sinner. (Luke 18:13). It came together in its present form and was used extensively in the sixth century and then was 
revived in the Eastern Church in the fourteenth century. Page 122.  Parr, Raymond. Process Person Presence. Chicago. Thomas More Press. 1990.  

God sides with the poor, not because of their virtue, but because of their suffering; not because of their goodness, but because they 
have been sinned against. Page 112. Wink, Walter. Engaging the Powers. Minneapolis, MN. Fortress Press. 1992.  

PRAYER:-- Let your prayer be completely simple.  For both the publican and the prodigal son were reconciled to God by a single 
phrase.-- Do not be over-sophisticated in the words you use when praying, because the simple and unadorned lisping of children has 
often won the heart of their Heavenly Father. 
-- Do not try to be verbose when you pray, lest your mind be distracted in searching for words.  One word of the publican propitiated 
God, and one cry of faith saved the thief.   
Loquacity in prayer often distracts the mind and leads to phantasy, whereas brevity makes for concentration. 
-- Your prayer will show you what condition you are in.  Theologians say that prayer is the monk's mirror. 
St. John Climacus. “The Ladder of Divine Ascent” Step 28. On Holy and Blessed Prayer. 

“Even a thought, even a possibility, can shatter us and transform us.”   Friedrich Nietzsche 

A key aspect of humility is that it is “thinking of yourself less.”  Fr. Jonah Wharff  6/24/16 

 “Most humble people I know have reason to be humble.” Karl Rahner 

"What arrogance is greater, what pride is more dangerous than to think that you alone know what is right in one's situation, when 
human frailty is completely deceived either through blind love or latent ambition or some other diabolical deception of this type?"  
-Jean Gerson 

The essential vice, the utmost evil, is Pride. Unchastity, greed, drunkenness, and all that, are mere flea-bites in comparison. Pride leads 
to every other vice: it is the complete anti-God state of mind.   - C. S. Lewis 

 “When anyone asks how I can best describe my...40 years at sea, I merely say uneventful....I have never been in any accident of any 
sort worth speaking about....I never saw a wreck and never have been wrecked, nor was I ever in any predicament that threatened to 
end in disaster of any sort...”  He added that he “could not imagine any condition which would cause a ship to founder.” E.J. Smith 
(captain of the Titanic) 

There's a delightful story about a rabbi, a Pharisee and a synagogue janitor. On Yom Kippur, the solemn Day of Atonement, a rabbi 
stood up in the synagogue and performed penitential services. He struck his breast and confessed three times, "I am nothing, I am 
nothing, I am nothing." In like manner the Pharisee also proclaimed, "I am nothing, I am nothing, I am nothing." A poor humble 
janitor, observing their penitence, also struck his breast and with downcast eyes he said, "I am nothing, I am nothing, I am nothing." 
The Pharisee squinted his eyes and with wrinkled brow leaned over to the rabbi next to him and whispered, "Look who thinks he's 
nothing!" Pride wants to be first, even in humility. 

SUGGESTED READINGS:  
Links to all the books mentioned in this guide are on The Ark web site: www.theark1.com 
Beck, Robert. Sunday Homilies: Cycle C 2012.. Pgs.184-188. . To order contact Carol Oberfoell 
Beck, Robert. Sunday Homilies: Cycle B  2007. Pgs. 181-184.To order contact Carol Oberfoell 
Beck, Robert. Sunday Homilies: Cycle B 2010. Pgs. 155-158.To order contact Carol Oberfoell 
Parr, Raymond. Process Person Presence. Chicago. Thomas More Press. 1990.
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