
Nov. 17, 2019 Luke 21: 5-19 & Mal. 4: 1-2a 
www.theark1.com 
Connie May © 10/7/16 
Drawing with permission by Fr. Robert Beck 
Stone, Naomi. Dearly Beloved 
Rolheiser, Fr. Ron. Overcoming Anxiety 
Monastery Sunday Homilies  

ENTERING THE SCENE 
Robert James Brown says “We have got some very big problems 
confronting us and let us not make any mistake about it, human 
history in the future is fraught with tragedy ... It's only through 
people making a stand against that tragedy and being doggedly 
optimistic that we are going to win through. If you look at the 
plight of the human race it could well tip you into despair, so you 
have to be very strong.” It seems like every generation goes 
through their “end of the world” times of stress. So Jesus’ promise 
is one we “bet our lives on”. If we are alert we know that things 
are perilous at times, but we count on our faith to pull us through. 
So we stand up tall and look to God’s future for our lives.  

Luke 21:5-19 
5 Some of his disciples were remarking about how the temple was 
adorned with beautiful stones and with gifts dedicated to God. 
But Jesus said, 6 As for what you see here, the time will come 
when not one stone will be left on another every one of them will 
be thrown down.”7 Teacher,” they asked, “when will these things 
happen? And what will be the sign that they are about to take 
place?” 8 He replied: “Watch out that you are not deceived. For 

many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and, ‘The time is near.’ Do not follow them. 9 When you hear of wars and 
revolutions, do not be frightened. These things must happen first, but the end will not come right away.”10 Then he said to them: 
“Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 11 There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in 
various places, and fearful events and great signs from heaven. 12 But before all this, they will lay hands on you and persecute you. 
They will deliver you to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors, and all on account of my 
name. 13 This will result in your being witnesses to them. 14 But make up your mind not to worry beforehand how you will defend 
yourselves. 15 For I will give you words and wisdom that none of your adversaries will be able to resist or contradict. 16 You will 
be betrayed even by parents, brothers, relatives and friends, and they will put some of you to death. 17 All will hate you because 
of me. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By standing firm you will gain life. 

DISCUSSION QUESTION: What helps me stand firm in my convictions when others oppose me? 

PRAYER: Confident Jesus, you knew without any doubt that you are God’s beloved. This gave you the ability to stand firm even 
when those around you deserted you. Even when they came for you in order to kill you. My life these days seems to encounter threats 
to my integrity almost daily. Help me to trust that this same unconditional love is always there for me so that I too can stand firm in 
your truth when I need to. Amen 

WORD STUDY AND QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 
TEMPLE I SYNAGOGUES I PRISONS: It seems strange to put these three realities together, but Jesus does so in order to 
emphasize that his words will challenge all earthly powers. 
How do you feel about grouping these three realities together? 

STONES / GIFTS DEDICATED TO GOD: Elaborately carved stones and precious gifts, came together to testify to the belief 
system of the day. A visitor to the temple would have been impressed by this magnificent testimony to God’s dwelling on earth 
Depending on your state in life at the time, you would have very different reactions to the destruction of the temple. Imagine your 
response if you were a: Jew, a Christian a Roman soldier, a Gentile. 

THROWN DOWN: Luke’s gospel comes into being after the temple and all Jerusalem have been thrown down. 
If you were a Christian in the eighties, how do you think hearing this story would affect you? 

TEACHER: Fortune telling was popular in those days. Luke wants to emphasize the teaching role of Jesus because he wants this text 
to teach not prophecy. 
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Think about how you feel when you have heard a powerful teacher. Compare this with your response to an astrologer or fortuneteller. 
What difference is there for you? 

WATCH OUT: Being warned beforehand can alert us to a danger making us better prepared to identity the threat. 
In what ways does this teaching prepare you for the future? 

DECEIVED / FRIGHTENED: When we are frightened we are easily deceived. 
How does Jesus ’teaching help prevent both these things from happening? How does studying scripture help to prevent fear and 
deception in your life? 

COME IN MY NAME / ON ACCOUNT OF MY NAME: In the early church it became very difficult to decide which person to 
trust because as many claimed to come in Jesus’ name. 
Even today we have many voices claiming to be speaking in Jesus’ name. How do you decide which ones to listen to? 

WARS I REVOLUTIONS: Wars and revolutions are the result of human sin. But sometimes they cause the old to pass away so that 
the new can come. 
There are many examples of human sin causing wars and revolutions in our day. Do you have any hope that humanity is moving in the 
right direction and therefore is opening itself to the new that God wishes to create? 

END / PERISH: If indeed we believe that our physical life on this earth is all we have, there are many ways that the end of something 
can happen and things and people will perish. 
What is ending in your life these days? Does it have the power to cause you to perish? Could it be time birth pangs of something 
totally new? 

NATION / KINGDOM/ KINGS / GOVERNORS: Those in charge of “this wor1d” do indeed have power over what happens in 
space and time. Jesus is grounded in the truth that space and time are just a part of reality, not its whole. 
Why is this truth so dangerous? 

EARTHQUAKES I FAMINES / PERTILENCES/ FEARFUL EVENTS: In a time when the prevailing idea was that this world 
was the only reality we really have, such events would indeed incite terror. 
What fearful events of recent years have given rise to “end of the world” predictions? How did you feel when you heard or read these 
predictions? 

SIGNS / WITNESS: Nature will give witness to the truth of Jesus’ words, and the disciples will become signs of faith. 
What signs have you seen that give support to your faith, and how do you witness to that faith? 

LAY HANDS ON YOU / PERSECUTE YOU/ DELIVER YOU: All these things had already happened to many of the disciples by 
the time of Luke’s gospel. This is a familiar pattern in salvation history. It seems like the “world” cannot bear the witness of a reality 
greater than itself, and therefore must destroy any claim to its sovereignty. 
Is there anything that can lay hold of you that could deliver you up to losing your faith? 

NOT TO WORRY BEFOREHAND: It takes a very firm faith to live in trust of God’s unconditional love without anxiety. 
What helps you achieve this trust in God’s love? 

RESIST / CONTRADICT / STANDING FIRM: Jesus promised that even though we would be challenged, we would be given 
whatever strength or words needed when the time of testing arrived. 
Have you ever found yourself with strength or words that you knew came from beyond yourself? What was that like? Were you able to 
stand firm in the face of the threat to your faith? 

BETRAYED /PUT SOME OF YOU TO DEATH / HATE YOU: All of these things have happened to people between the time of 
Jesus’ teaching and the writing of this gospel. It sorely tested the faith of those who believed they would see Jesus’ return by now. 
Have you ever had to suffer because of your faith in Jesus? Did the suffering strengthen or weaken your faith? 

PARENTS /BROTHERS / RELATIVES / FRIENDS: Sometimes staying faithful to our truth means that those closest to us betray 
us. As hard as that is, it is much harder in the long run to betray oneself. 
Have you ever betrayed yourself? If so, what did you learn from that experience? 

GAIN LIFE: “You have the words of eternal life”. This is what drew people to Jesus in the first place. 
We all come to the gospels for the words of eternal life. Has this gospel given you such a word? 
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PARALLEL TEXTS: Lk. 21: 5f // Mt. 24: 1-14; Mk. 13: 1-13; Lk. 21: 12f // Lk. 12:11f; Mt. 10:17-20; Lk. 21: 15 // Acts 6:10; 

OTHER TEXTS OF THE WEEK: Mal. 3:19-20a; Ps. 89: 5-9; 2 Thess. 3: 7-12; Lk. 21: 5-19 
Revised Common Lectionary: Is. 65: 17-25; Is. 12:1-16; 2 Thess. 3: 6-13; Lk. 21: 5-19; 

SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION: 
Our hearts and minds desire clarity. We like to have a clear picture of a situation, a clear view of how things fit together, and clear 
insight into our own and the world's problems. But just as in nature colors and shapes mingle without clear-cut distinctions, human life 
doesn't offer the clarity we are looking for. The borders between love and hate, evil and good, beauty and ugliness, heroism and 
cowardice, care and neglect, guilt and blamelessness are mostly vague, ambiguous, and hard to discern. It is not easy to live faithfully 
in a world full of ambiguities. We have to learn to make wise choices without needing to be entirely sure. Henri Nouwen 

There is nothing that wastes the body like worry, and one who has any faith in God should never worry about anything whatsoever.   - 
Gandhi 

Surrendering to the divine Flow is not about giving up, giving in, capitulating, becoming a puppet, being naïve, being irresponsible, or 
stopping all planning and thinking. Surrender is about a peaceful inner opening that keeps the conduit of living water flowing. It is a 
quiet willingness to trust that you really are a beloved son or a beloved daughter, which allows God to be your Father and Mother. It 
really is that simple, which for the human ego is very hard. Richard Rohr 

Few souls understand what God would accomplish in them if they were to abandon themselves unreservedly to Him and if they were 
to allow His grace to mold them accordingly. - Ignatius of Loyola 

Conflict met with courage blazes a path for the creativity of others. When conflict is met with courage, a new cycle of creativity is 
possible Pg. 125. Carr, Paul H. Beauty in Science & Spirit. New Hampshire. Beech River Books. 2006 

When we are anxious we are inclined to over prepare. We wonder what to say when we are attacked, how to respond when we are 
being interrogated, and what defense to put up when we are accused. It is precisely this turmoil that makes us lose our self-confidence 
and creates in us a debilitating self-consciousness. Jesus tells us not to prepare at all and to trust that he will give us the words and 
wisdom we need. What is important is not that we have a little speech ready but that we remain deeply anchored in the love of Jesus, 
secure about who we are in this world and why we are here. With our hearts connected to the heart of Jesus, we will always know 
what to say when the time to speak comes. Henri Nouwen   

Facing the reality of death sounds like strange advice, but unless we do, religion, like psychiatry, can be caricatured as a disease 
masquerading as a cure. Religion becomes a hollow and, in the end, cruel exercise in sentimentality. Unless death is faced, neither can 
it be overcome. There is no victory, no triumph, no joy. Contemplation, then, places me on the threshold of death, in the Halls of 
Hades. Why? To break open my little world and my narrow way of looking at things. In my willingness to wait in the darkness comes 
new possibilities. "In patience is your soul" is an ancient religious maxim which finds an echo in Luke 21:19; which can be translated: 
"In patience you will possess your soul," or as it has also been translated, "In patience you will find your true face." The key word in 
contemplation is patience, which means to suffer, to endure, as well as to wait. It is patience which gathers all things together in the 
end. There is no true attentiveness to reality without the endurance of some kind of suffering. Pg. 128. 
Jones, Alan.  Exploring Spiritual Direction.  Boston. Cowley Pub. 1999.   

Remember... The shortest distance between a problem and a solution is the distance between your knees and the floor. The one who 
kneels to the Lord can stand up to anything. 

Progressiveness is looking forward intelligently, looking within critically, and moving on incessantly. Wallso Pondray Warren 

Persecution is a name for that forcible reaction of the guardians of culture against any determined resistance to their cultural values. It 
is not a gratuitous, arbitrary, unsolicited attack on religion. Rather, it is elicited by resistance to the cultural authorities’ programs and 
values.  Persecution is a sign of faith success, not failure. Its absence is often a sign of accommodations made with the ministers of 
state and culture. While such a state of peaceful co-existence may be seen as a victory for the Church, it may involve a compromise in 
which the Christian church agrees to limit its mission to terms convenient to the culture. It usually involves the doubtful assumption 
that the state – at least in this case, - has been converted. It is to assume that we are in a better position that the early Christians are 
because we live in a Christian nation rather than a pagan one. As if the interim times over, and our country, unlike ancient Rome, see 
the God of Jesus rather than the god of power.    Beck, Fr. Robert. Witness 10/6/83. Sunday’s Word. Page. 5. 

It becomes evident that Jesus considers this patience to be central in the lives of his followers. "You will be betrayed even by parents 
and brothers, relations and friends; and some of you will be put to death. You will be hated by all men on account of my name, but not 
a hair of your head will be lost. Your endurance (hypomone) will win you your lives" Lk. 21: 16-19. Jesus wants his followers not to 
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fight or flee but to enter fully into the turmoil of human existence. He even goes so far as to tell his disciples not to prepare if they 
should have to defend themselves in court. In the midst of their suffering, they will discover the voice of their compassionate Lord 
who will give them his wisdom. "They. . . will bring you before kings and governors because of my name. . .Keep this carefully in 
mind: you are not to prepare your defense, because I myself shall give you an eloquence and a wisdom that~ opponents will be able 
to resist or contradict" Lk 21: 12-16. Pg. 94.   Nouwen, Henri, et al. Compassion. NY. Image Books. 1983. 

.How Long We Wait:  
How long we wait, with minds as quiet as time, / Like sentries on a tower./ How long we watch, by night, like the astronomers. 

Heaven, when will we hear you sing,/ Arising from our grassy hills,/ And say: “The dark is done, and Day/ Laughs like a Bridegroom 
in His tent, the lovely sun,/ His tent the sun, His tent the smiling sky!”? 

How long we wait with minds as dim as ponds/ While stars swim slowly homeward in the water of/ our west!/ Heaven, when will we 
hear you sing?   Thomas Merton. Collected Poems. New York: New Directions Press, 1977: 89-90. 

“Vigilance is a particular expression of monastic purity of heart—the virginity of spirit “proper” to the life of contemplation. We have 
left all things to watch by night “on the walls of Jerusalem.” We wait with lamps trimmed, like wise virgins, for the Parousia.”   
Merton, Thomas. Seasons of Celebration. New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 1950.Pg. 62. 

 
THE HOLY LAND, from Lebanon to the Nile Delta, and from the Mediterranean to the 
Jordanian desert, is depicted on the Madaba mosaic map, found in a sixth-century 
Byzantine church about 18 miles south of Amman, Jordan. The map covers about 33 
square yards of the church's floor (it was probably originally three times as large) and is 
composed of more than two million stone and glass tesserae. Jerusalem, pictured here, 
lies at the center of the map and is disproportionately large-as the city was considered by 
Christians to be the center of the world. Also disproportionately large, the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher (shown inverted) is located at the center of the city. A row of brown 
tesserae (near the top of the city) may represent the vacant Temple Mount-though many 
scholars believe the Temple Mount was simply left off the map-in accord with Jesus' 
prophecy that the Jewish Temple on the Temple Mount would be obliterated (see 
Matthew 24:2; Mk. 13:2; Lk. 21:6. 
The Holy Land: Biblical Archaeology Review. 7-8/06.  Pg. 41 

Adult Christianity knows that suffering can’t be dealt with intellectually or rationally.  
Dealing with suffering has something to do with one’s capacity for presence—to oneself 
and to God.  Presence to suffering means you don’t try to scapegoat, blame, label, 

attack, judge or criticize.  It’s the same as being in love.  Presence simply lives in the full moment—“I am who I am, warts and all.” 
Reality is what it is, even though it does not always meet my needs After 37 chapters of Job complaining and cursing God, Yahweh 
comes to him “from the heart of the tempest” (38:1).  Yet Yahweh does not give Job a single direct answer or explanation.  He’s just in 
God’s presence and somehow everything is okay.  Mutual presence, realized and experienced, is itself the best answer.  It heals the 
soul and that is where the wound always lies.   
 Richard Rohr: Adult Christianity and How to Get There (CD/MP3) 

The soul that waits upon the Lord is the soul that is entirely surrendered to Him, and that trusts Him perfectly. Therefore we might 
name our wings the wings of Surrender and of Trust. If we will only surrender ourselves utterly to the Lord, and will trust Him 
perfectly, we shall find our souls "mounting up with wings as eagles" to the "heavenly places" in Christ Jesus, where earthly 
annoyances or sorrows have no power to disturb us.  - Hannah Whitall Smith 

"Have patience with everything that remains unsolved in your heart. Try to love the questions themselves, like locked rooms and like 
books written in a foreign language. Do not now look for the answers. They cannot now be given to you because you could not live 
them. It is a question of experiencing everything. At present you need to live the question. Perhaps you will gradually, without even 
noticing it, find yourself experiencing the answer, some distant day."    Rainer Maria Rilke Letters to a Young Poet: 

Dare to declare who you are. It is not far from the shores of silence to the boundaries of speech. The path is not long, but the way is 
deep. You must not only walk there, you must be prepared to leap. - Hildegard of Bingen 

SUGGESTED READINGS: 
Beck, Robert. Sunday Homilies: Cycle A  2014. Pgs. 3-6. To order contact Carol Oberfoell 
Beck, Robert. Sunday Homilies: Cycle C 2012. Pgs. 201-205...To order contact Carol Oberfoell
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