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The community that composed the Gospel of John, wanted to share the 
fruits of their lived Christian experience with those who were joining the 
faith. This meant that they did not need to repeat what the other gospels had 
already written, and could reflect more deeply on the meaning of the Christ 
event in their gospel. John’s gospel was written for a new day and new 

people. The struggle was how to present the truth in a way that would speak to this new audience, as well as nourish the 
faith of those who have been living the faith. This gospel is full of symbols, and expects that it is to be read at many 
levels, depending on the various depths of understanding of the reader. This is this Gospel’s strength and its challenge. 
It’s a sort of gospel 301, whereas the others are 101 or 201 in complexity and expectation of prior knowledge. So now 
let us begin at the beginning. 
          
 John 1: 1 In the beginning was the Word; the Word was in Gods presence, and the Word was God. 2 He was present 
to God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things came into being and apart from him nothing came to be. 4 
Whatever came to be in him, found life, life for the light of men 5 The light shines on in darkness, a darkness that did 
not overcome it 6 There was a man named John sent by God, 7 who came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 
through him all men might believe--but only to testify to the light, 8 for he himself was not the light. 9 The real light 
which gives light to every man was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world and through him the world was 
made, yet the world did not know who he was. 11 To his own he came, yet his own did not accept him. 12 any who 
did accept him he empowered to become children of God. 13 These are they who believe in His name--who were 
begotten not by blood, nor by carnal desire, not by man’s willing it, but by God. 14 The Word became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us, and we have seen his glory: the glory of an only Son coming from the Father filled with 
enduring love. 15 John testified to him by proclaiming, “This is he of whom I said, “The one who comes after me 
ranks ahead of me, for he was before me.” 16 Of his fullness we have all had a share--love following upon love.17 For 
while the law was a gift through Moses, this enduring love came through Jesus Christ 18 No one has ever seen God. It 
is God the only son, ever at the Father’s side, who has revealed him. 
 
REFLECTION QUESTION:  John speaks of the Incarnation as the “light coming into the world”. How has this 
“light” become flesh in your life? 
 
PRAYER: Enduring love is what the Incarnation came to bring us. When I live in the confidence of that love I become 
a source of light for the world. I feel the power of being a child of God and can witness to how living in that love can 
proclaim God’s love to others. Lord, please help me be more aware of your enduring love. Amen. 
 
WORD STUDY AND QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 
BEGINNING: A beginning is a first of a kind event. 
Is there anything that needs a new beginning in your faith life these days? 
 
WORD: Words create realities. What begins in the heart and mind takes on words in order to be shared.  
How are you able to share the reality of God’s presence in your life? 
 
PRESENCE: Unlike others who believed that the gods were present in all things, the Hebrew people saw God as the 
origin of all things. 
What difference does this difference make? 
 
BEING: A being is a living reality that can be experienced and be in relation with. 
What helps you build your relationship with the Word? 
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APART: A part is a portion of the whole. When something/someone is apart they are separated from the whole. 
Do you feel that you are truly a part of God’s whole? 
 
NOTHING: No thing existed before the beginning. 
In this scientific age how do you imagine the period of no-thing-ness? 
 
LIFE: To have life is to participate in relationship with that which created all reality. 
What helps you most now to participate in God’s life? 
 
LIGHT: All matter is light slowed down enough to be experienced. We are in effect “trapped” light. 
Have you ever experienced being made of light? 
 
DARKNESS: Darkness was seen as the original chaos before God began the creative process. 
Remember the last time you were in “darkness”. Did anything creative come out of it? 
 
OVERCOME:  To overcome something is to subdue, vanquish or defeat someone or something. No-thing-ness is now 
overcome with God’s creation. 
How does your faith help you to overcome the periods of darkness in your life? 
 
JOHN: The one thing John (Jesus’ cousin) knows is he is NOT the one. 
How does knowing what you are not help in creating solutions to situations? 
 
WITNESS: To witness is to personally experience something so as to be able to share it with others. 
What does your life witness to? 
 
BELIEVE: To believe is to know something is true. 
What do you know to be true enough to witness to it? 
 
TESTIFY: To testify is to witness to the truth of something to others. 
Have you ever had someone testify to their faith? What do you remember about that encounter? 
 
WORLD: In this gospel the world is all that is contained in space and time and therefore will ultimately perish. 
What does knowing your life is “not of this world” do for your everyday living? 
 
MADE: To make something is to take several materials and form them into something new. 
How have the experiences in your life made you into the person you are today? 
 
OWN: To own something is to have the right to that reality. 
What beliefs do you own that help you to live with confidence of God’s love for you? 
 
ACCEPT: To accept something or someone is to take them into your life. 
How good are you at accepting God’s unconditional love? 
 
EMPOWERED:  To empower someone is to give them your support and affirmation. 
Do you see the connection between faith and this acceptation of God’s love? 
 
CHILDREN: Children share the same parents. 
Do you feel connected to God as God’s child? If not, what keeps you from this acceptance? 
 
BEGOTTEN: Anyone begotten by someone shares their very essence. 
What helps you to understand this mystery? 
 
CARNAL DESIRE /FLESH: John uses these words to underline the space time dimension of created reality. 
Jesus in the Incarnation shares our flesh so that we can share his divinity. What helps you to experience this? 
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DWELLING: A dwelling is somewhere a person is living. 
How is this gospel dwelling in you? 
 
ENDURING:  To endure is to persevere. 
How has this past year of faith growth helped you to endure/persevere? 
 
PROCLAIMING / REVEALED: Proclaiming is claiming for something or someone. Revealing is sharing that 
proclamation. 
What we do proclaims/reveals what we believe. What does your example proclaim/reveal? 
 
FULLNESS: Fullness means nothing is lacking. 
Is there anything preventing your fullness in faith? 
 
SHARE: To share is to participate in something. 
What helps you to share in Jesus’ awareness of being a child of God? 
 
LAW: Laws are guides for living. 
Jesus revealed love as the guide for living. How does this truth guide your relationships? 
 
MOSES: Moses what the defining event in God’s revelation history up until Jesus’ birth. 
How does the Incarnation shift the focus from Moses and the command to live by way of laws to Jesus and the command 
to love? 
 
PARALLEL TEXTS: Jn. 1: 1 // Gn. 1: 1-3; Prov. 8: 22-23; 1 Jn. 1: 1ff; Rev. 19:14; Jn. 1:3 // Ps. 38:9; 1 Cor. 8:6; 
Col. 1:15; Heb. 1:2; Jn. 1: 4  // Jn. 5:26; Jn. 1:5  // Jn. 3; 19:8; 12:1; Jn. 6 // Mt. 3:1; Mk. 1:4; Lk. 3:2f; Jn. 1: 7 // Jn. 1: 
19-34; Jn 1: 9  //  8; 12:12-48; Jn. 1: 12  // Gal. 3:26; 4:8f; 1 Jn. 3:2; 1 Jn. 3: 5f; Jn:1:13 // Jn. 3:5f; Jn.1:14 // Jn. 1:2; 
Jn. 1: 15 // Jn 1:30; 3: 27-30  Jn. 1:17 // Dt. 33:4; Jn. 1: 18: // Jn. 6:48; Ex. 33:20;  
 
OTHER TEXTS OF THE WEEK: Is. 52: 7-10; Ps. 98: 1-7; Heb. 1: 1-8; Jn. 1: 1-18 
Revised Common Lectionary:  Is. 9: 2-7; Ps. 98; Heb. 1: 1-112; John 1: 1-14; 
 
SUGGESTED READINGS: 
Pope Leo the Great (440-461) preached a Christmas sermon, where he dealt with the struggle of the early church to give 
voice to the mystery of the Incarnation.  The following is a portion of this sermon “And so the word of God, who is 
God, the Son of God, who was in the beginning with God, through whom all things were made and without whom 
nothing was made [cf in 1:1-3].  in order to liberate man from eternal death, became man.  He stooped down to take 
upon himself, without diminishing his own majesty, our lowliness, in such wise that, remaining what lie was and taking 
to himself what he was not, he united the true form of a slave to that form in which he is equal to God the Father.  He 
joined the two natures with so perfect a bond that the lower was not consumed by its glorification nor the greater 
diminished by the assumption. The characteristics of each nature, therefore, are preserved, and unite in a single person: 
majesty takes on lowliness: power weakness: eternity mortality.”  
Word and Redeemer by James Carmody and Thomas Clarke.  Paulist Press, Glen Rock, NJ 1966 Page 101. 
 
‘The wording or speaking process, however, is symbolic.  The word of God spoken in not the power that produces the 
thing, but it is the thing itself.  As Jesus the man is “Word made flesh’ by precisely being human, so it is through all 
creation.  The tree is tree-word, the word made tree, the word made horse, etc., into Word made flesh Creation is God 
speaking, symbolizing himself Word made rock speaks God but it does not say it all, or even say as much as word made 
tree or word made horse, etc.  When we arrive at “Word made flesh” God is in the process of saying it all when the 
process arrives at image and likeness in Word made flesh which is the human person.  He is saying it all, God creating 
and God wording are the same God doing the same thing.  God symbolizes himself.  It is his final word because he says 
it all to the point that everything he wants to say and everything he has to say of himself, for himself, he is saying in us -
- the present moment of ”Word made flesh.” Human experience in history is the revelation of God.  But it certainly 
hasn’t all been said yet.  In the process, in the creative wording, we are at the present moment of the Resurrection given 
the whole human condition -- the human body that is the Christ -- we have scarcely begun to see His glory To 
summarize thus far, we can say: creation is the process that is God symbolizing or presencing Himself The Resurrection 
of Jesus is the present moment of creation~ the church is the present moment of the Resurrection.”    
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Parr, Raymond. Process Person Presence. Chicago. Thomas More Press. 1990. Pg. 78-9. 
 
“A voice in a dream once asked Russell Lockhart: “Do you not know that words are eggs, that words carry life, that 
words give birth?”     Thorpe, Douglas, Poetry, Madness, and the Inner Ear.  Parabola. Summer 1992. Pg. 47.  
 
“Early in the second century after almost all of the books of the New Testament had been written, belief in the divinity 
of Jesus had become so firmly established in some Christian circles that his humanity had come into question. Ignatius 
of Antioch wrote against the docetists, who denied that Jesus had real human flesh, to emphasize that although he was 
divine, he was nevertheless genuinely human. A few places in the Johannine literature show a similar emphasis on the 
flesh of the divine Jesus, most notably in Jn. 1: 14. 
Meagher, John C. The Truing of Christianity.  NY. Doubleday. 1990. Pg. 116. 
 
Jewish wisdom literature employed the term “Wisdom” synonymously with “word of God” …the Septuagint (the Greek 
translation accepted by the Jewish people) rendered “word of God” as LOGOS. I John’s Gospel calls Jesus the Logos.     
Green, Arthur. Ed. Jewish Spirituality.  NY. Crossroad. 1988. Pg. 202.  
 
When the song of the angels is silent / When the star in the sky is gone / When the kings and princes are home / When 
the shepherds are again tending their sheep / When the manger is darkened and still / The work of Christmas begins -- 
To find the lost / To heal the broken / To feed the hungry / To rebuild the nations / To bring peace among people / To 
befriend the lonely / To release the prisoner / To make music in the heart. -- Howard Thurmond in Parables Etc 
  
There is another element to this lesson. When God provides this bounty of good things for the people, he does it for 
people who are not all that good. They are grumbling and complaining, speaking out against God. God does not hold 
that against them. God loves without condition. God gives to them in spite of their lack of goodness. This is a lesson 
that is important for us to learn also. We do not deserve what God gives to us. We are sinners. In spite of that, God 
continues to pour forth blessings upon us. God never stops loving us, no matter what we do or how we act. That is a 
tremendous change that must come about in our own thinking and in our own hearts. Bp. Thomas Gumbleton. 

"When you have read the Bible, you will know it is the word of God, because you will have found it the key to your 
own heart, your own happiness, and your own duty." -Woodrow Wilson:. 

By virtue of the Creation and, still more, of the Incarnation, nothing here below is profane for those who know how to 
see. On the contrary, everything is sacred to those capable of distinguishing that portion of chosen being which subject 
to the attraction of Christ in the process of consummation.  
Teilhard, Pierre de Chardin. The Divine Milieu. N.Y. Harper  Torchbooks. 1957. 
 
A search in my files produced this Christmas story. It is worth your time to read it. How about another story that is a 
letter from Jesus’ to each of us? Here is a story called A Christmas Wish that will touch your heart. Sr. Marlene Halpin 
gives us The Christmas Spirit. 
 
Greek scholars tell me that this “will of the flesh or the will of a man (thelematos sarkos, thelematos andros) is couched 
in terms akin to rape, or sexual insistence. It reminds the reader that a first century woman’s usual position was supine, 
and used at the whim of male will. But says John, although this is how the rest of you were born, although your fathers 
may have arrogantly willed you into and through your mother’s flesh, now someone has come through a different 
system. In the Incarnation, man’s will has no power, and woman is not brought down. The life in Christ comes not 
through force or seduction: Jesus came into life, into our lives, through love. This new way of life was prophesied more 
that five hundred years before Christ: “Not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit!” says the Lord of hosts (Zech. 
4:6) When the Holy Spirit procreates, it is in and through and by and because of Love. 
Ingram, Kristen Johnson. Good News for Modern Women: The Gospel of John.  Spirituality Today, winter, 1989. Bol. 41. No. 4. . Pg. 306. 
 
SELECTED READINGS. 
Links to all the books mentioned in this guide are on The Ark web site: www.theark1.com  
Halpin, Marlene, Dominican. Leading Prayer: Plain and Simple.  Dubuque, IA. Brown Pub. 1990. He Was In the World. Pg. 83.    
Weems, Ann. Kneeling in Bethlehem. Philadelphia. Westminster Press. 1980. The Christmas Spirit. Pg. 51.  
White, William R. Stories For the Journey. Minneapolis, MN. Augsburg Pub. House. 1988. Land of the Fools. Pg. 107-8.   
 


