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ENTERING THE SCENE: 
(Since this reading overlaps with last week’s text, I 
am repeating the drawing today) 
 
The caterpillar has little awareness of the process 
that will take it to the skies. It just goes about its 
way, following the instincts to trust the process of 
its life. Jesus challenges us in this text, to trust the 
process that he has revealed in and through his life 
and teachings. It too will bring us to our future in 
God’s kingdom.  We, however, will have to 
override our instincts / common sense that wants to 
limit our existence to branches and leaves, and 
reach out to the love that draws us into eternity. 
The only way to do this is to trust God’s process. 
 
Mt. 10:37-42 

37 Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone who loves his son 
or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38 and anyone who does not take his cross and follow 
me is not worthy of me.  39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake 
will find it.  40 He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent 
me.  41 Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet's reward, and 
anyone who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive a righteous man's 
reward.  42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little ones because he is my 
disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward." 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTION: When did you last have to lose something in order to gain something even 
more precious? What do you remember about that process? 
 
PRAYER: Lord, this “world” wants me to believe that it contains all my possibilities.  It cautions me 
that to live the “good” life I must obey its commands. This often comes in the form of “go along to get 
along” advice. At other times it advises me to do to others before I am done to. It appeals to logic, and 
most often makes “common sense”. You, however, invite me into your realm of uncommon sense. You 
ask me to risk losing in order to gain everything. Help me to trust your words, and then give me the 
courage to follow them through. Amen. 
 
 


