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ENTERING THE SCENE: 
Jesus is dealing with people who are looking for answers. But 
often they are looking in all the wrong places. It is said; “If you 
ask the wrong question, you will always get the wrong answer”. 
They had John the Baptist and his message. Now they have 
Jesus’ message. Each seems to be answering the same questions, 
but they have different answers. This makes the task of knowing 
God’s will very hard, leaving them pulling the load all by 
themselves. Now Jesus offers to yoke up with those who are 
honestly seeking God’s will instead of their own. Once the 
human made confusions and complications are removed by his 
revelations, the harshness and heaviness seem to lift 
 
Mt. 11: 16-19, 25-30 
(These verses are included in the Revised Common 
Lectionary for this week) 
 16 To what can I compare this generation? They are 
like children sitting in the marketplaces and calling 

out to others: 17 We played the flute for you, and you did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did not 
mourn.'  18 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, 'He has a demon.'  19 The Son of 
Man came eating and drinking, and they say, 'Here is a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax 
collectors and "sinners." ‘But wisdom is proved right by her actions."   
 
25 At that time Jesus said, "I praise you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden 
these things from the wise and learned, and revealed them to little children.  26 Yes, Father, for this 
was your good pleasure.  27 All things have been committed to me by my Father. No one knows the 
Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and those to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him.  28 Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.  
29 Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls.  30 For my yoke is easy and my burden is light." 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTION: Jesus promises help when we come to him with our burdens. How does 
this promise enable you to deal with the tough things in your life? 
 
PRAYER: Jesus, I have never fully explored what it might mean to be in a yoke with you. Too often, I 
submit to this yoke only after trying to do something myself and finding too little strength to carry 
something on my own. You reveal this simple truth is hidden in plain sight that is: pray (become yoked) 
first. Thank you for being gentle with me as I try to trust you will never leave me to struggle alone. 
Amen. 
 
 


