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ENTERING THE SCENE: 
Three times in this passage we encounter the word; 
immediately.  There is a sense of urgency that this word 
indicates each time it is used. It seems at pivotal points in 
our lives we are faced with choices that often seem to 
demand immediate responses. Jesus needed time alone, so 
he sends the disciples off. The disciples needed help in a 
dangerous situation and Jesus immediately comes to the 
rescue. Peter ventures out with his mustard seed sized faith, 
and finds he needs Jesus’ immediate help.  
Take some time now with this text, and then look within 
your own life situation to see what immediate needs are 
there that need Jesus’ encouragement and help. Can going 
off by yourself to pray be a way of entering into this text so 
that you too can say with the disciples: “Truly you are the 

Son of God”? 
 
Mt. 14:22-33 
22 Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he 
dismissed the crowd.  23 After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. 
When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat was already a considerable distance from land, 
buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it.  25 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went 
out to them, walking on the lake.  26 When the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified. 
"It's a ghost," they said, and cried out in fear.  27 But Jesus immediately said to them: "Take courage! It is I. 
Don't be afraid."  28 Lord, if it's you," Peter replied, "tell me to come to you on the water."  29 Come," he 
said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus.  30 But when he saw 
the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, "Lord, save me!"  31 Immediately Jesus reached 
out his hand and caught him. "You of little faith," he said, "why did you doubt?"  32 And when they climbed 
into the boat, the wind died down.  33 Then those who were in the boat worshiped him, saying, "Truly you 
are the Son of God."   
 
DISCUSSION QUESTION: Once again Jesus tells Peter and us not to be afraid. In what ways have you been 
invited to “walk on water” this past week, and how afraid were you? 
 
PRAYER: Lord, following you often calls me out of my boat of security into the waves of trust. When I keep 
you in focus, I do quite well. It is only when I look down, or in, and see the waves of fear around me that I start 
to sink. Help me always to keep your face in focus, so that when you invite me into love I can glide above the 
surface of the unknown to you. Amen 
 
 
 
 


