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ENTERING THE SCENE: 
We ricochet from Peters flagging faith to the 
pagan woman’s great faith today. Jesus has 
gone to a pagan territory to withdraw. But 
even here, there is no withdrawal possible. 
When someone loves enough, like this woman 
does her daughter, nothing or no one will 
intimidate or frustrate the search for 
wholeness. We find the woman teaching Jesus 
that his mission is greater than he thought. 
That God wants everyone included, and it is 
not an either or proposition. The disturbance of 
Jesus ‘meditation time’ becomes the answer to 
the great eternal question of who is included in 
God’s love. The answer is everyone. When we 
love enough we know this to be true. Take 
some time to choose a place in this room. 
Explore how you feel about what is happening 

in your midst. What are you learning from the woman? 
Mt. 15:21-28 
21 Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon.  22 A Canaanite woman 
from that vicinity came to him, crying out, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is 
suffering terribly from demon-possession."  23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to 
him and urged him, "Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us."  24 He answered, "I was sent 
only to the lost sheep of Israel."  25 The woman came and knelt before him. "Lord, help me!" she 
said.  26 He replied, "It is not right to take the children's bread and toss it to their dogs."  27 Yes, 
Lord," she said, "but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table."  28 Then Jesus 
answered, "Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted." And her daughter was healed 
from that very hour. 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTION: This mother will not let anything stop her from going to Jesus with her 
daughter’s need.  Do you feel as brave as this woman when you go to God for help? If not, why? 
PRAYER: Student Jesus, this mother today shows you a larger form of God’s vision. You may have 
thought just bringing the Word to your own people would be a big enough bite to take on, but her great 
love challenges you to take on all of God’s people. So often I bite off small nibbles of the love you offer, 
when you are daring me to eat the whole loaf. Help me as I learn to gobble down all that you have to 
offer me. Amen. 


