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ENTERING THE SCENE: 
Satan historically has been the one who keeps God 
honest as in the book of Job. Down through scriptural 
history the role and understanding of that which comes 
to be known as Satan undergoes significant 
development. At first it was more of an energy source. 
The source of entropy that possessed the power to drag 
God's creative process back into the unformed chaos. 
Eventually that power becomes personalized and is 
given a name that begins with a capitol S rather than a 
small s. It is useful to see the satan role as all the 
energy that comes together to make us choose out of 
fear instead out of love. Once we locate the source of 
energy, we can freely decide instead of being 
compelled to do something. We are now working from 
a position of strength instead of weakness. Temptations 
get their names from those places we are prone  
to be weak. 

 
Mt. 16: 21-28 
21 From that time on Jesus began to explain to his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer 
many things at the hands of the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed 
and on the third day be raised to life.  22 Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. "Never, 
Lord!" he said. "This shall never happen to you!"  23 Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, 
Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; you do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of 
men."  24 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and 
take up his cross and follow me.  25 For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses 
his life for me will find it.  26 What good will it be for a man if he gains the whole world, yet forfeits 
his soul? Or what can a man give in exchange for his soul?  27 For the Son of Man is going to come in 
his Father's glory with his angels, and then he will reward each person according to what he has done.  
28 I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the Son of Man 
coming in his kingdom." 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTION: Often our strongest temptations arise from those who want what they think is best for us. Has 
anyone been your Peter? Have you been anyone’s Peter? 
 
PRAYER: Lord, this little poem seems to say it all.  
I put off what I have to do / with just another cup, / and all those postponed duties / my how they add up. 
Easy to say, “Get behind me,” / if he came in horns and tail. / Disguised as just another cup, / his tactics seldom fail. Help me 
as I learn to recognize the temptations that might lure me into putting off who you invite me to be today. Amen.    
(GREAT IMPOSTOR: Mary C. Ferris  NCR 8/13/99)  
 


