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ENTERING THE SCENE: 
These days we hear of the need for each person 
to take responsibility for the welfare of the 
community. All across the world people are 
identifying the ways people abuse and use each 
other, and finding ways to address the wrong 
doing. Jesus in this teaching outlines a method 
that seems to legitimate casting out the wrong 
doer. Yet when we look to the ways that he 
actually treats the pagans and tax collectors we 
are confronted with our need to forgive. Once 
again we bump into the reality that God’s will is 

for each of his beloved to be united in love.  
 
Mt. 18:15-20 
15 If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of 
you. If he listens to you, you have won your brother over.  16 But if he will not listen, 
take one or two others along, so that 'every matter may be established by the testimony 
of two or three witnesses.' 17 If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if 
he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax 
collector.  18 I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.  19 Again, I tell you that if 
two of you on earth agree about anything you ask for, it will be done for you by my 
Father in heaven.  20 For where two or three come together in my name, there am I 
with them.”  
 
DISCUSSION QUESTION: Jesus longs to win over the hearts of those who we think 
have chosen a wrong path. Have you ever tried his method to do that and if so how did it 
go? 
 
PRAYER: Peacemaker Jesus, once in a while something happens that threatens my 
relationship with someone. I treasure that relationship and I need a way to speak my truth 
or the relationship begins to die so what do I do? You walk me through a process that can 
name the problem and still find a solution. Help me as I try this process. Amen. 
 
 


