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ENTERING THE SCENE: 
Whenever we launch out into a situation that we have reason to 
fear, we are presented with an opportunity. Are we going to let 
the fear dictate our response, or are we like the disciples willing 
to go where the danger is because Jesus’ teaching asks us to 
trust him? No sensible fisherman would go out on the Sea of 
Galilee at that time of day. Yet go they did. We have been, and 
will be asked again to set aside “common sense” and do 
uncommon acts of loving and serving. But this will only be 
possible if we answer in the affirmative once and for all the 
essential question that the disciples cried out in that boat; “do 
you not care”?  

Mk. 4:35-41 
35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other side.” 36 And leaving 
the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. Other boats were with him. 37 A great 
windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that the boat was already being swamped. 38 But he 
was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; and they finally woke him up and said to him, Teacher, do you not 
care that we are perishing?”  39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!”  
Then the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40 He said to them, Why are you afraid? Have you still no 
faith?” 41 And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who is this, that even the wind and 
the sea obey him?” 

DISCUSSION QUESTION: The disciples cried out; “do you not care that we are perishing”? Can you 
remember a time when you cried out this same question? What happened to your faith because of this trial? 

PRAYER: Sleeping Jesus, you are so grounded in the awareness of being God’s beloved. I want to trust your 
teachings that reveal that I too am God’s beloved and have no need to be afraid. Even though I have centuries of 
witnesses of people who came to know and trust this truth to guide me, it seems like each challenge faces me 
with another chance to test my trust in your word. Help me now as I open myself to whatever comes even when 
the wind and waves of life seem to threaten my being. Amen. 

WORD STUDY AND QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 
EVENING: Any experienced fisherman knows that evening is a bad time to be out on the Sea of Galilee. Fierce storms can develop 
in just a few minutes, due to the temperature changes at that time of day. 
What in chapter 4 gives you a clue to why Jesus wanted to get into the boat at this risky time of day? 
  
OTHER SIDE: Over and over, Jesus needs to get the disciples apart from the crowd in order to teach them the deeper meaning of his 
parables. In this case that means crossing the sea to get space and time alone with them. 
Have you ever had to cross over to the ‘other side’ of some threatening reality in order to get the space and time to learn what your 
life is teaching you? What was it like for you? 

BOAT: The early church was often symbolized as a boat or ship.  
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