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ENTERING THE SCENE: 
Both Luke and Matthew give us a version of what we know as the 
beatitudes. Each was aiming the teaching at their specific audiences. 
Matthew has Jesus teaching his disciples after leaving the crowds up on 
the mountainside, whereas Luke has the crowds around while he directs 
his teaching to the disciples. Matthew uses blessed are they, and has no 
woes. He places the action in an abstract time in the future. Luke, the 
champion of the ‘underdog’ sets his account of the beatitudes on a level 
plane where everyone is equal and it is easy to access. He personalizes his 
account by talking directly to the people when he says blessed are YOU, 
or woe to YOU, and he places his teaching in the here and now of his 
audience. Once again, the powerful need of the people causes Jesus to 
respond, and helps the disciples begin to understand that this time is 
different that any others that they have known. 

 

Luke 6: 17-26 
17 He went down with them and stood on a level place. A large 
crowd of his disciples was there and a great number of people 

from all over Judea, from Jerusalem, and from the coast of Tyre and Sidon, 18 who had come to hear him and to be 
healed of their diseases. Those troubled by evil spirits were cured, 19 and the people all tried to touch him, because 
power was coming from him and healing them all. 
20 Looking at his disciples, he said: "Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 21 Blessed are 
you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. Blessed are you, who weep now, for you will laugh. 22 Blessed are 
you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of 
Man. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how there fathers 
treated the prophets. 24 But woe to you who are rich, for you have already received your comfort. 25 Woe to you 
who are well fed now, for you will go hungry. Woe to you who laugh now, for you will mourn and weep. 26 Woe to 
you when all men speak well of you, for that is how their fathers treated the false prophets. 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTION: Knowing when a prophet is a true one or a false one can be a vitally important thing 
when we are choosing what to do and who to listen to. What helps you pick the right person to listen to? 

 
PRAYER: Prophet Jesus, in today’s reading I am confronted again with choices. You tell me that knowing that God 
wants the well being of me and all God creates is the secret to the riddle of life. You confront me with challenges that 
make me wonder about what seems to be “common sense”. Every day, something seems to happen that I need to set 
aside my own comfort and security in order to love and move into uncommon sense. Yet you promise that the choice to 
love is what you are all about. Help me as I learn to trust what you have “written on my heart”. Amen. 

 
WORD STUDY AND QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 
LEVEL PLACE: Luke, the evangelist of the common folk, has Jesus preaching in a place that has no part higher than 
another. 
How does this contrast with Matthew who has this episode on the mountain? What might Luke be telling us by placing 
his beatitudes in this setting? 

 
DISCIPLES: To be a disciple means to enter into an activity, exercise, or a regimen that develops or improves a skill. 
If you had been a disciple that day, what would you have learned? 

 
GREAT NUMBER: It takes relatively little time for the numbers of people attracted to Jesus to develop. 
If you were alive then do you think you would have been in the crowd that day? Why? 
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JUDEA / JERUSALEM / TYRE / SIDON: The people come from near and far to check in on what Jesus was saying 
and doing. 
How far would you travel to have a personal experience of Jesus? 

 
HEAR HIM / TOUCH HIM: Christians believe that Jesus was a “hands on” experience of God. Humans need to hear, 
touch, and see for themselves in order to accept something as real. 
Have you ever said; “It must have been easier to believe in Jesus’ day”? Do you struggle with not being able to “put 
your hands on Jesus”? 

 
HEALED /EVIL SPIRITS: It was believed that only God could make someone whole, restore to health, free people 
from evil, or cleanse and purify them from evil spirits. 
Is there anything you need to be healed today? What helps you get in touch with God’s healing power? 

 
POWER WAS COMING FROM HIM: The people experienced a marked ability to do or act with strength, might, 
and force in Jesus. 
Have you ever been in the presence of someone who exhibited a source of power that seemed unusual? What was it 
like? 

 
BLESSED ARE YOU: Jesus was teaching that people would be divinely or supremely favored and fortunate if they 
accepted his understanding of God. 
What makes the people fortunate if they accept his understanding of God? What makes you divinely favored if you 
accept Jesus’ understanding of God? 

 
WOE TO YOU: Jesus was warning that grievous distress, affliction, or trouble was the outcome that awaited those 
who failed to listen to his teaching about God. 
Why would failing to listen to Jesus cause people ‘woes’? 

 
HUNGER /SATISFIED / HUNGRY / WELL FED: We often learn best when someone gives us examples of 
something. Jesus contrasts the hungry with the well fed and satisfied to teach about God to the people that day. 
What were the people hungry for? Do you think anyone who was satisfied was there that day? If not, why not? 

 
POOR / RICH /COMFORT / KINGDOM OF GOD / HEAVEN: Here is another set of contrasts. The poor were 
often uncomfortable and longed for the time when they would be in God’s kingdom where there was no want or need. 
The rich were already in their own kingdom of freedom from want and need. 
Who do you identify with most easily; the poor or the rich? Why? 

 
WEEP /LAUGH / MOURN / REJOICE / LEAP FOR JOY: We weep and mourn over our woes. We laugh and leap 
for joy over our blessings. Jesus was touching on all the possibilities of human experience and connecting them with 
God. 
What was the last time you wept, laughed, mourned, rejoiced or leapt for joy? Does this reading help you to connect 
with God? 

 
HATE /EXCLUDE /INSULT / REJECT: All these words were very familiar to the poor and the sick of Jesus’ day. 
They will also become very familiar to the disciples as time goes on as well. 
Have you ever experienced any of these realities because of your belief in God? 

 
NAME AS EVIL / SPEAK WELL OF YOU: Once again we find Jesus using polar opposites to make his point. In the 
Mediterranean culture, your good name/honor was everything, and it was worth dying for to vindicate your name. 
Is there anything in choices the you make because of faith, which evokes a negative or positive response from others? 
Compare any that you find. 

 
PROPHETS / FALSE PROPHETS: A prophet was a spokesperson for God. A false prophet was most often caused 
the people to turn away from God. 
Who are the prophets for you today? Who are the false prophets today? How can you tell which is which? 

 
PARALLEL TEXTS: Lk. 6:17f // Mt. 4:24f; Mk. 3:7-12; 6:56;Lk. 4:41;Lk. 6:19 // Mt. 14:36; 
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Lk. 6:20-3 // Mt. 5:1-12; Lk. 6: 24 // Is. 5:8-12; Amos 6:1; Lk. 6:25 // Prov. 14:13; Is. 65:13f; James 5:1; 
 

OTHER TEXTS OF THE WEEK: Jer. 17:5-8; Ps. 1:1-6; 1 Cor. 15:12, 16-10; Lk. 6:6, 17, 20-26 
Revised Common Lectionary: Jer. 17:5-10; Ps. 1; 1 Cor. 15:12-20; Lk. 6: 17-26 

 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION: 

The parable, then, operates on the shock of revealing the ambiguity of a hidden value (the norm of judgment). 
…But the hearers and readers would be shocked. Traditional patterns of conservative behavior are not just "inoperative" 
now, but lead to ruin. Dishonorable actions are praiseworthy. The world has been turned upside down. What appeared 
morally correct and praiseworthy may be wrong and shameful; conversely, what appears risky and reprehensible may be 
morally correct. 

With the revelation of the master’s will and the dispelling of ambiguity, another feature emerges, namely, 
reversal of status. Indeed, many scenes in the gospels turn precisely on the ambiguity of cultural expectations and their 
reversal. For example:…. dishonored is honored/honored is shamed (Matt 5:3-15; Luke 6:20-26) 

These patterns are not to be taken lightly as "paradoxes," but as perceptions of a painfully ambiguous world. 
Pursuing the wrong course leads to ruin. Individuals are warned that they are living in an ambiguous world where things 
are truly other than they appear. Appearances are deceiving; the stakes are very, very high. This parable, then, functions 
precisely on the shocking revelation of a secret norm of correct behavior whose truth cannot be known until too late. 
#(3173) "Deception, Ambiguity, and Revelation: Matthew’s Judgmental Scenes in Social-Science Perspective" 
Jerome H. Neyrey University of Notre Dame ©2001 http://www.class.uidaho.edu/jcanders/Matthew/neyrey.htm 

 

Tyre: is about 150+ miles north of Jerusalem and the most famous seaport of ancient Bible lands. It is located twenty 
miles south of Sidon, on an island three quarters of a mile from the mainland. It had two harbors, one on the north and 
one on the south, and its walls were exceedingly high, especially on the landward side. 

Here artisans made bronze, silver, and other artistic wares, and here was manufactured the purple dye that made Tyre 
famous. Its merchants trafficked with the many lands of the Mediterranean and even with the far away British Isles. 
Tyre became a "city of renown, peopled by men of the sea" (Eze.26: 17). 

Kings and military men from many countries laid siege to Tyre, but were unable to take the city until, in 333 b.c., 
Alexander the Great besieged and took it after seven months. But Tyre rose slowly again and became a center of trade 
in Roman times. In recent centuries, however, the place has been small. Its harbors are strewn with ruins and are little 
more than "a place to spread fishnets" (Eze.26: 14). 

 
GOSPEL OF THOMAS: “Congratulations to the poor, for to you belongs the Heaven’s imperial rule.” 
Saying 54: The Gospels that Didn’t Make the Cut: by Robert J. Miller in Bible Review; Aug. 1993. Pg. 25. 

 

The New Testament in the Comics. Leonard Greenspoon. Bible Review, 12/93. Page 40. 
 
 

Memories of this gospel are quoted in several non-canonical texts of the early church. Athenagoras, pleads to the emperor Marcus 
Aurelius in the year of 177 CE that Christians should not be condemned merely for their name but only for criminal offenses. In 
chapter 11 he says:” Moreover, by showing that the teachings themselves, to which we are attached, are not human, but were 
declared and taught by God, we can persuade you not to hold us for atheists. What, the, are these teachings in which we are reared? “ 
I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, pray for those who persecute you, that you may be sons of your Father in 
heaven, who makes his sun to shine on the evil and on the good, and sends his rain on the just and on the unjust.”… 
Ehrman, Bart. After the New Testament. NY. Oxford Univ. Press. 1998. Pg. 68 
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An early church father named Justin, in his Dialogue with Trypho, maintains that the Jewish Scriptures point directly to Christ. In 
chapter 96 he says: “ But when neither they nor you will listen to us, but you do all in your power to force us to deny Christ, we resist 
you and refer to endure death, confident that God will give us all the blessings which he promised us through Christ. Furthermore, we 
pray for you that you might experience the mercy of Christ; for he instructed us to pray even for our enemies, when he said: ‘Be ind 
and merciful, even as your heavenly Father is merciful.’ 
Ehrman, Bart. After the New Testament. NY. Oxford Univ. Press. 1998. Pg. 114. 

 
In the mid second century, a book called “The Second Epistle of Clement we find in chapter 13: “When, for instance, they hear form 
us that God says, “It is no credit to you if you love those who love you, but it is to your credit if you love your enemies and those 
who hate you,” when they hear these things, they are amazed at such surpassing goodness. But when they see that we fail to love not 
only those who hate us, but even those who love us, then they mock at us and scoff at the Name. 
Ehrman, Bart. After the New Testament. NY. Oxford Univ. Press. 1998. Pg. 367. 

 
One’s mind, once stretched by a new idea, never regains its original dimensions.” Oliver Wendell Holmes 

 
In an article by Marcus Borg and Ray Riegert in Bible Review, Oct. 1999, titled “East Meets West: The Uncanny Parallels in the 
Lives of Buddha and Jesus, we find: “If anyone should give you a blow with his hand, with a stick, or with a knife, who should 
abandon any desires and utter not evil words.” (Majjhima Nikaya 21.6) The Buddha lived some 600 years before Christ. This is but 
one of the many teachings that parallel the teachings of Jesus. 

 
Some scholars today suggest that John the Baptist lived with the Essenes for a while but left when he couldn’t accept 
their exclusivity and negativity. The Essenes regarded poverty as a value whereas normative Judaism sees it as neither 
shameful or something to be proud of. One thinks of Lk. 3:11 in John’s preaching. Two articles in Biblical 
Archaeology Review 1-2/04 beginning on page 32 explore this connection. 

 
The beatitudes promote a vision of Christian character that was perfectly embodied and exemplified by Jesus. Pg. 62. 
Harrington, Daniel –Keenan, James Jesus and Virtue Ethics NY. Sheed & Ward Book. 2002. 

 
For some reason, the most vocal Christians among us never mention the beatitudes. But, often with tears in their eyes, 
they demand that the Ten Commandments be posted in public buildings. And of course that's Moses, not Jesus. I haven't 
heard one of them demand that the Sermon on the Mount, the beatitudes, be posted anywhere." - Kurt Vonnegut 

 
For some reason, the most vocal Christians among us never mention the beatitudes. But, often with tears in their eyes, 
they demand that the Ten Commandments be posted in public buildings. And of course that's Moses, not Jesus. I haven't 
heard one of them demand that the Sermon on the Mount, the beatitudes, be posted anywhere." - Kurt Vonnegut 

 
Blessed are you if you contemplate the Lord until you are radiant; the Lord will make his face shine in yours for the 
glory of all  Pg. 251. 
Olivera, Bernardo, O.C.S. O. The Search for God: Conference, letters, and homilies. Kalamazoo, MI. Cistercian Pub. 2002. 

 

 
If I am asked to give up something I value very much to a stranger, I do it, if at all, only as cost of much inner struggle; 
but to give the same thing to someone I love is no struggle at all; I am happy to give it, and should be less happy if I 
valued it less. Gerald Vaun 

 
We know that love cannot but be involved in the suffering of what it loves; but God is love; therefore God cannot ut be 
involved in the suffering of what he loves; but he loves all his creatures; therefore he cannot but be involved in the 
sufferings of all his creatures. (Thibault in Helen Waddell’s Peter Abelard) 

 
Withstanding the tension between opposites until we know it is “enough” releases us from the swing between one 
extreme and the other. Helen Luke 

 
SUGGESTED READINGS: 
Grana, Janice, Ed. Images. Winona, MN. St. Mary’s College Press. 1976. BENEDICTION: Page 144. 
Mitchell, Stephen. The Enlightened Heart. NY. Harper & Row. 1989. SEEING: Page 45. HONEY BEE: Page 66. 


