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Luke 6:39-49 
39 He also told them this parable: "Can a blind man lead a blind man? Will they not both fall into a pit?  
40 A student is not above his teacher, but everyone who is fully trained will be like his teacher.   
41 Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother's eye and pay no attention to the plank in your 
own eye?  42 How can you say to your brother, 'Brother, let me take the speck out of your eye,' when you 
yourself fail to see the plank in your own eye? You hypocrite, first take the plank out of your eye, and 
then you will see clearly to remove the speck from your brother's eye.   
43 No good tree bears bad fruit, nor does a bad tree bear good fruit.  44 Each tree is recognized by its 
own fruit. People do not pick figs from thornbushes, or grapes from briers.  45 The good man brings 
good things out of the good stored up in his heart, and the evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored 
up in his heart. For out of the overflow of his heart his mouth speaks.   
46 Why do you call me, 'Lord, Lord,' and do not do what I say?  47 I will show you what he is like who 
comes to me and hears my words and puts them into practice.  48 He is like a man building a house, who 
dug down deep and laid the foundation on rock. When a flood came, the torrent struck that house but 
could not shake it, because it was well built.  49 But the one who hears my words and does not put them 
into practice is like a man who built a house on the ground without a foundation. The moment the torrent 
struck that house, it collapsed and its destruction was complete." 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTION: Jesus asks us to look within before we attempt to do something or judge 
someone. How can this affect what you do or say? 
 
WORD STUDY AND QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 
BLIND/ PIT: Blindness is an image of sinfulness, ignorance and folly. A pit is a dangerous thing for 
someone who is blind. 
What ‘pits’ blindside you that come under the category of sin, ignorance or folly? 
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ENTERING THE SCENE: 
How does it look from the beach? 
From the hilltop? 
 
If you were choosing a site for 
building a house, which of these 
would you choose? Hauling things 
up to the top of this hill will be hard 
work. Building at the base of the hill 
looks much easier and quicker. 
 
Take some time now and examine 
your faith building practices.  What 
do you find?  Do you see the hard 
work of loving and trusting, as your 
way of hauling faith building 
materials up the hill?   
 
Can excuses and procrastination be 
seen as building on sand? 
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STUDENT/ TEACHER: It is said that the truest form of humility is the ability to be teachable. In a 
healthy humility, both the student and the teacher can exchange roles: each teaching, each learning. 
Can you remember a time when you were both teacher and student at the same time? Can this memory help 
you to understand the parables? 
 
SPECK / PLANK: A speck in the eye feels like a plank until it is removed. 
When was the last ‘plank/speck’ removed from your eye? What helped you remove it? 
 
HYPOCRITE: A hypocrite is someone who knowingly misrepresents who they are. 
What is Jesus saying when he uses this word for those who are offering to take the plank out of another’s 
eye? 
 
GOOD TREE / GOOD FRUIT/ BAD TREE / BAD FRUIT: Often, we cannot tell right away if 
something is good or bad, and we have to wait until we can see the ‘fruit’. 
When was the last time you had to wait for the ‘fruit’ until you could make a judgment? Have you ever not 
waited, and made a mistake because of your impatience? 
 
FIGS /THORNBUSHES/ GRAPES / BRIERS: These examples teach us not to look for something where 
it cannot be found. 
Have you been looking for something in your faith life in places where it logically cannot be found? What 
promises for happiness or security have you fallen prey to lately? 
 
GOOD MAN / GOOD THINGS/ EVIL MAN / EVIL THINGS: Like the tree example above, Jesus now 
moves us to persons.  
What fear or ignorance do you harbor that can compromise your ability to be good? What ‘evil’ things 
have they caused for you recently? 
 
OVERFLOW OF HIS HEART: The good or evil we carry in our hearts has the tendency to spill out, 
especially in times of stress. 
How can this advice help you to prepare for such times? 
 
LORD, LORD: Those who were fooling themselves and others thought that just calling Jesus’ name 
would assure them of inclusion and acceptance. 
Do you have any tendency to do this?  
 
BUILDING / BUILT: Scripture study is one good way to ‘build’ your ‘faith house’ on a solid foundation. 
How do these examples today help you to do this? 
 
DUG / LAID: A good foundation involves the hard work of digging in order to get to a firm base on which 
to build. 
Is scripture study hard work for you sometimes? What helps you most in this work? 
 
FOUNDATION: A foundation is only as good as the bedrock upon which it rests. 
What ‘bedrock’ is your faith foundation resting on? 
 
ROCK / (SAND/NO FOUNDATION): Some translations use the word sand instead of no foundation. 
This long collection of comparisons confronts us with extreme examples in order to shake us into 
awareness. 
Which example touches you directly today? Why? 
 
FLOOD/ TORRENT: The torrent of rain that produces a flood is hard to describe unless you have 
personally experienced it. 
Have you ever experienced these realities? If so, how does this help you understand what Jesus is trying to 
teach? 
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COLLAPSED / DESTRUCTION: Something collapses or is destroyed when a powerful force confronts 
us. Death can be seen as the ultimate powerful force. 
When you come to the moment called death, will you find rock or sand as your foundation? 
 
PARALLEL TEXTS: Lk. 6:39 // Mt. 15:14; Lk. 6:40 // Mt. 10:24; Jn. 13:16; Lk. 6:41f // Mt. 7:3ff;  
Lk. 6:43f // Mt. 7:16f; 12:33f; Lk. 6:46 // Mt. 7:21; Rom. 2:13; James 1:22; Lk. 6:47f // Mt. 7:24-7; 
 
OTHER TEXTS OF THE WEEK: Sirach 27: 4-7; Ps. 92: 2-3, 14-16; 1 Cor. 15: 54-58; Lk. 6: 39-45; 
Revised Common Lectionary: Is. 55: 10-13; Ps. 92: 1-4, 12-15; 1 Cor. 15: 51-58; Lk. 6:29-29; 
 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION: 
In “The Homilies of Clement”, thought to be a bishop of Rome at the end of the first century we find: 
“Therefore our Lord Jesus said to one who again and again called him Lord, but at the same time did not 
abide by any of his commands. ‘Why call me Lord and not do what I say?’ For it is not speaking that can 
profit any one, but doing.” (7.4) 
Ehrman, Bart. After the New Testament. NY.Oxford Univ. Press. 1998. Page 143. 
 
“Jesus said, “One does not pick grapes from thorns, nor does one father figs from thistles; they do not give 
fruit. For a good man brings forth good from his treasure; a bad man brings forth evil from the evil treasure 
in his heart, and he speaks evil. For out of the abundance of his heart he brings forth evil.” (Saying 45) 
Ehrman, Bart. After the New Testament. NY.Oxford Univ. Press. 1998. Page 241. 
 
(Lk. 6:41-41) This is the earliest know teaching of projection. We have scarcely begun to trace the 
implication of Jesus’ discovery of projection; his entire understanding of evil is the fruit of it. The 
“splinter” in the other’s eye is a chip off the same log that is in one’s own eye. We see in the other what we 
would not see in ourselves. But why is it a log in the eye of the beholder? Normally we say, “I may be 
(somewhat bad- a splinter), but that person is (really bad – a log).” Why has Jesus inverted the conventional 
way of putting it? Because the log in my eye totally blinds me. I can see nothing objectively. Remove the 
log, and I can see to help my neighbor remover his or her splinter. 
Wink, Walter. Engaging the Powers. Minneapolis, MN. Fortress Press. 1992. Page 271. 
 
Luke seems to be addressing his words to the economically deprived and politically threatened Christian 
communities of Asia Minor and Greece.  He has a deep faith in the inevitable victory of the Christian 
message in an hostile environment, provided people accept their poverty in the spirit of Christ and endeavor 
to conquer their persecutors by the love they show them. 
 
“By their fruits you shall know them” is the Gospel criterion for authenticity, not a certificate issued by a 
proper authority. The Spirit does not establish a structure of levels of authority, but the Spirit is a given and 
giving presence that brings everyone who receives and gives the Spirit into the presence that is God for 
whom there is no level or measure except that the measure of giving is the measure of receiving. 
Parr, Raymond. Process Person Presence. Chicago. Thomas More Press. 1990. Pages 157-8. 
 
The results of religious belief in human life may also be judged by ethical criteria. ‘By their fruits ye shall 
know them.’ Religions could be assessed both by their professed ideals and by their capacity to inspire 
lives of compassion, creative love, and the enhancement of human relationships. 
Barbour, Ian G. Myths, Models, and Paradigms. NY. Harper & Row. 1974. Page142. 
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“The Carpenter” by Brad Ward  Austin,Texas 
 
SUGGESTED READING: 
 
INTEGRITY 
Integrity knows that, by reputation, he’s a “natural” wrestler. Hardly! There’s been plenty of pain in the 
process of learning his sport. 
 
It took long hours of practice with Courage and more than his share of bruises before Integrity could break 
the holds of certain opponents. (Embarrassment was one of those who’d frequently pinned him; 
Confrontation was another.) Grappling with Truth – an often-unpleasant exercise full of sharp blows and 
surprising twists – helped Integrity discover how to win by yielding. (Yet, when he applied that lesson, 
yielding first to Denial, then to Excuse and finally to Pity, he lost all three matches.) Even now, having 
proved himself on a number of occasions, Integrity remains keenly aware that nothing can be taken for 
granted.  
 
Courage and Truth approached Integrity recently with an idea: why not become a competitive team? 
They’re skilled athletes now, experienced wrestlers, seasons in their sport and respected for their personal 
specialties – tenacity, boldness, balance. They already have scars; maybe they could win some medals. 
Integrity likes the idea, but, as he pointed out to the other two, the only sure thing about any championship 
they might win is that another challenge will follow.  
Clough, Joy. The Characters Within. Chicago, IL. ACTA Pub. 1997.  Pages 82-3. 
 


