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Luke 4:1-13 
1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the desert,  2 where for forty days he 
was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was hungry.   
3 The devil said to him, "If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to become bread."   
4 Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone.' "   
5 The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world.  6 And he said to him, "I 
will give you all their authority and splendor, for it has been given to me, and I can give it to anyone I want to.  7 So if you 
worship me, it will all be yours."   
8 Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.' "   
9 The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. "If you are the Son of God," he said, 
"throw yourself down from here.  10 For it is written:  "'He will command his angels concerning you to guard you carefully; 
11 they will lift you up in their hands, so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.' "   
12 Jesus answered, "It says: 'Do not put the Lord your God to the test.' "   
13 When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an opportune time. 
 
WORD STUDY AND QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION: 
 
FULL / HUNGRY: It is said that you shouldn’t shop for groceries when you are hungry but when you are full. Jesus was full 
of the Holy Spirit when he entered the desert. Later on we find him hungry and therefore prone to ‘impulse buying’.  
How does Jesus resist his ‘natural’ instinct to fill his emptiness? How can scripture study help you to do the same? 
 
LED:  Luke and Matthew use the word led, Mark uses the word drove, when telling the story of the temptation in the desert. 
The word led can be used to indicate that someone is following the directions or orders of someone in charge, as when a 
general leads an army. 
Compare the difference in the times when you were driven to do something, to the times when you were led to do 
something. What were the differences in those experiences? Can this help to expand this passage? 
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SETTING THE SCENE: 
 
In the process of ministerial formation 
there comes the moment when the 
accrediting institution has to decide if 
they will put their stamp of approval 
on the one they are sending out into 
the world to serve the people. It is 
sometimes called The Readiness for 
Ministry exam. In today’s reading, we 
find Jesus, having spent enough time 
examining himself in the desert, now 
faced with the worlds way of getting 
things done by the tempter. He knows 
how to get things done in the here and 
now realm of space and time. Jesus, 
however, is relying on a source of 
power that is not limited by space and 
time. He keeps very clear about who 
God is and who he is as the one to 
reveal God to humanity. He is ready 
for ministry. 
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40 DAYS: Forty days in scripture usually signifies a period of time for a significant change to take place, yet not too long so 
as to let the momentum flag. See: Gn. 7:4,17; 8:6; 50:3; Ex. 24:18; 34:28; Nu. 13:25; 14:43; Dt. 9:9,11,18,25; 10:10; I Sam. 
17:16; I Kg. 19:8; Ezek. 4:6; Jonah 3:4; Mt. 4:2; Mk. 1:13; Lk. 4:2; Acts 1:3. 
Can you remember a ’40 days’ time in your life and you took the leap and made the required change or growth? 
Compare that with a memory where you went beyond the ’40 days’ and lost the chance to make the offered change. 
What were the differences in the long-range view of your life?  
 
TEMPTED / TEST: To tempt is to entice or allure someone to do something often regarded as unwise, wrong, or immoral. 
To test is the trial of the quality of something. In our text, Jesus is tempted, and warns not to put God to the test. 
Examine these two words and how Luke uses them to show how Jesus responded to his situation. He faced the 
temptations relying on the quality of God’s promise. How does this text help you to do the same? 
 
DEVIL / ANGELS: In scripture the powers of good and evil were personified in beings named angels and devils. (See 
information below) Jesus was confronting the chaotic powers that humanity always struggles with, but doing it with God’s 
word to guide him. 
The mystery of the powers of good and evil always seems to go beyond any rational explanations. How do you confront 
the chaos in the world today? How does your faith help you to rise above the temptation to loose hope that good is 
stronger than evil? 
  
IF: If is a tiny word, only two letters. The power of evil uses this tiny word like a crowbar to pry open any indecision that 
Jesus might have about the nature of his ministry to the world. 
Have you ever had someone use the “if” word with you? What happened? Were you tempted to put aside a value in 
order to accomplish an immediate goal? 
 
IT IS WRITTEN: Jesus goes to his scriptures to meet the challenge of the world’s powers. He goes from ‘common sense’ to 
‘uncommon sense’ by relying on God’s word. 
Everyone thought they knew God through their reading of the scriptures. Jesus goes to the same words and finds a 
bigger understanding of who God is. It was his word against theirs. Have you ever had to reach to an ‘uncommon 
sense’ understanding of God because of Jesus? 
 
HIGH PLACE / JERUSALEM: Humanity has always looked to the high places, the places where power resides, in order to 
receive their power and strength. 
Where do you look for power? Have you ever looked for power in the wrong place? If so, what did you learn from that 
experience? 
 
KINGDOMS OF THE WORLD: In the world of space and time, where we live in the apparent dualism of this or that, now 
or then, and we seem at time to be trapped by polarizing choices. Jesus is being confronted by the limits of having truly taking 
on our humanity, and restricted to those limits in dealing with evil. 
How does Jesus transcend the limits of space and time in his struggle with temptation? What can you learn from his 
method? 
 
AUTHORITY / SPLENDOR: We often confuse authority with splendor. We elevate it to ‘divine’ realms and surround it 
with the glory of worship. 
Why does splendor have this appeal? Who decides for you what has authority? How did Jesus make his decision? 
 
WORSHIP: Worship is that which belongs to only God. Anyone or anything less is considered idolatry. 
Is there anything in your life that you have permitted to have that which only belongs to God? 
 
TEMPLE: There is a saying in a Jewish text that says: “When the King, the Messiah, reveals himself, he will come and stand 
on the roof of the Temple”. 
If someone told you that the Messiah was in our midst today where would you expect to find this person? What place 
would be most convincing to you? 
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THEY WILL LIFE YOU UP: There are many references to being lifted up in the bible. Is. 40:9; 49:22; Jer. 50:2; Jn. 3:14; 
8:28; 12:32 are but a few. Jesus kept in mind just who was the one doing the lifting, and this protected him from falling for the 
temptations offered him by the one who claimed power over the world. 
 What in this study process has lifted up a new understanding of God, so as to keep you from being hurt? 
 
OPPORTUNE TIME: Often, when we fail to succeed in convincing someone of something, we know enough to pause in our 
pursuit so as to come back later when we feel that the person is more vulnerable to our line of thought.  
Have you ever encountered something that your current level of faith was unable to sustain you? How did you grow a 
faith big enough to persevere?  
 
PARALLEL TEXTS: Lk. 4:1-13 // Mt. 4:1-11; Mk. 1:12f;Lk. 4:4 // Mt. 4:4; Dt. 8:3; Lk. 4:6 // Jer. 27:5; Rev. 13:2ff; Lk. 
4:8 // Mt. 4:10; Dt. 6:13; Lk. 4:10-22 // Mt. 4:6; Ps. 91: 11-12; Lk. 4:12 // Mt. 4:7;  
Dt. 6:16; Lk. 4:13 // Jn. 13:2,27; See also; Mt. 4:11; Mk. 1:13; Jn. 1:51; 
 
OTHER TEXTS OF THE WEEK: Dt. 26:4-10; Ps. 91:1-2, 10-15; Rom. 10: 8-13; Lk. 4:1-13; 
Revised Common Lectionary: Dt. 26:1-11; Ps. 91:1-2, 9-16; Rom. 10: 8-13; Lk. 4:1-13; 
 
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION: 
Homily on Jeremiah, 15:4 Origen. “Then my mother, the Holy Spirit, took me by one of my hairs, and carried me to the great Mount 
Tabor.” 
 
Jerome mentions Origin in his commentaries on Micah 7:7; Is. 40:9ff; Ezek. 16:13; 
 
The Gospel according to the Hebrews, like Luke, has Jerusalem instead of the Holy City as in Mt. 
 
   The Mediterranean world lives by a deeply rooted belief in spirits who exist in numbers too huge to count and whose major pastime is 
interfering capriciously in daily human life. Individual Mediterranean cultures, like the Italian or Spanish, rely upon a broad range of 
amulets, formulas, or other symbols toward off attacks from spirits. 
  In this world blue is a favorite color believed to be an especially powerful protection against spirits. People there paint the window frames 
and doorjambs blue or wear blue ribbons or clothes precisely for this reason. Others wear specific medals, charms, amulets, which are 
guaranteed to impede attacks. 
Pilch, John J. The Cultural World of Jesus-Cycle C. The Liturgical Press, Collegeville, MN. 1997. Page 49. 
 
   In our tradition of faith, in our culture and in our Scripture, we have spoken mythologically about the struggle between good and evil. 
Creation itself is presented as a confrontation between good and evil, in which God does not create the world out of nothing but our of chaos 
by overcoming it. In the creative process, Adam and Eve are tested by the devil, a personification of the presence of evil. This same devil is 
the personification of evil and envy of the people that Jesus must confront in the temptations as presented in the synoptic gospels before he 
enters upon his mission. 
   Mythology is an affirmation of faith. Our mythology about angels, good and bad, was in its origin an affirmation about our real 
involvement in the struggle between good and evil. Good and evil are real and will always be with us. Mythology about angels has been an 
effective way to affirm our involvement in the struggle and to promise victory. 
Parr, Raymond. Process Person Presence. Thomas More Press, Chicago.1990. Page 214. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SUGGESTED READING: 
Shea, John. Stories of Faith. Thomas More Press, Chicago. 1980, Pages 185f. 
 
Please do not copy the following: 
 
3 people can read these parts: 
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Narrator 
The thin man--Satan 
Jesus 
 
The waters were as crowded as a public square of execution; yet none but John and the thin man on the shore who sat coiled 
beneath a withered fig tree heard a name. 
 The thin man rose, straightening to a stick, and stretched a hand to the hurrying man, scrambling up the bank. 
   "I heard a name. What did John say it was?   His voice was without music, just a heavy noise like the thud of a falling man. 
  "John said lamb." 
  "Lamb? Is John so eager for slaughter?  I heard Messiah."  
  "The name was Son," Jesus said. 
  "Yes, of course. Son.  Walk with me awhile. Shake the Jordan from your ears. Dry your clothes. Breathe without the river in 
your nose." The thin man had been chewing a fig. He spit the juiceless skin into the river and turned quickly on Jesus like a 
man who had rolled up his sleeves and was about to wrestle. 
  "You lean like a wood carrier. Are you a carpenter?" 
  "Yes." 
"There are many in the water. Are you sure the name was meant for you?" 
  "It is mine." 
"Strange! God seldom chooses carpenters to do his hammering." 
  "Is God a hammer then?" 
"He's not a nail. He makes things be what they are not. You know, barren women bearing sons. Why a son of his could 
force rock to become bread.. No sturdy stone that has beat off wind and sun wants the humiliating fate of grain, 
disappearing into digestion. Try it. These rocks are available for dinner. Then we will know if you are the Son of 
Muscle. 
   "Are you then concerned about bread?" Jesus hoped he was a friend. 
"I am not a baker, Jesus. My interest is in ropes and tight spaces, in how things get hemmed in and in how hands squeeze. 
How does power push, Jesus?" 
  "I think it pulls." 
"Either way, it gets its way." 
  "Is the mission of the Son then to bend arms?"   
"If the nature of the Father is to bend knees." 
They were now far into the desert. The day was gone and the night was the howls of wild beasts punctuating the sentences of 
the thin man. 
  "With a new name must come a new game." 
  "The game of the name?" 
"What else? The temple is the house of God. Is not the Son welcome in the Father's home. Go to the pinnacle and float down 
before the priests and the people." 
   "Does the Son presume to fly? 
"Does the Father not own the air? 'Angels will support you.' David's words, none better. 
   "It is not the word of the water." 
"Think of it, the eyes of the people glazed. Their mouths opening and closing on your name. They will follow you to conquest." 
   "Is the Father then a blank stare and the Son a hypnotist? Is the Father a Lord of War and the Son a General of 
Blood?" 
"All right!  How do you propose to fight? 
   "Like the Father loves." 
The thin man stepped back, his hands disappeared into the sleeves of his robe and he faded into forty freezing nights and forty 
feverish days which brought Jesus exhausted back to the Jordan whose swift flow of sins to the sea had ceased. Herod had 
John. 


