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ENTERING THE SCENE:
The two birth narratives are so different in Matthew and
Luke. Luke sees the story through the eyes of Mary, and
Matthew sees through the eyes of Joseph. Each of us sees the
stories through our own eyes, and each of us would tell the
story differently because of our own unique perspective.
Could it be that God is telling God’s story over and over in
your life as well? Do you have to leave somewhere in order
to move forward into God’s plan for your life? Will 2011 be
a year of traveling for you?
Mt. 2:13-23
13 When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to
Joseph in a dream. "Get up," he said, "take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I tell you,
for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him." 14 So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night
and left for Egypt, 15 where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the Lord had said through
the prophet: "Out of Egypt I called my son." 16 When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he
was furious, and he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years old and under,
in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. 17 Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was
fulfilled: 18 A voice is heard in Ramah, weeping and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children and refusing to
be comforted, because they are no more." 19 After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph
in Egypt 20 and said, "Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who were trying to
take the child's life are dead." 21 So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. 22 But
when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there. Having
been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the district of Galilee, 23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth.
So was fulfilled what was said through the prophets: "He will be called a Nazarene."
DISCUSSION QUESTION: Once again Joseph listens to his dream and waits for God’s help in making a decision.
What is the way you wait on God as you ponder a decision?
PRAYER: Lord, your very earliest memories must have been of adjusting to new places, customs, people, and much
more as you grew up in Egypt. I often wonder if many of your teachings were influenced by your experience of being
the “outsider” in a foreign land. You must have observed your parents finding ways to stay faithful even though the
temple and all its supports were not available to them. Help me as I learn to stay faithful in a culture that often sees this
as quaint or even foolish. Amen.
WORD STUDY AND QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:
ANGEL OF THE LORD: Once again Joseph is told in a dream to take a bold action on behalf of his new family.
Have you ever been “told in a dream” the answer to a problem? If so, how did you respond to this revelation?
JOSEPH: Matthew gives us the account of Jesus’ birth through the eyes of Joseph. Joseph is seen as a strong quiet
presence in God’s plan. He listens to God’s messages, and takes bold action when needed.
Can the example of Joseph enlarge your appreciation of those who support God’s plan in quietly strong ways? Are
there any “Joseph’s” in your life? Who are they?
DREAM: Dreams were seen as a way that God revealed God’s plan to humanity in scripture. Another Joseph (Gn.
37:5) was also a dreamer. His role was to save his people (Gn. 47:12).
What is Matthew doing by pointing us to this example?
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GET UP: Twice in this text Joseph is told to get up and act on the revelation given to him in his dreams.
Has this Advent/Christmas prompted you to “get up” and move on to a new insight in faith?
CHILD / MOTHER: Unlike Luke, who names both the child and his
mother, Matthew keeps the focus on Joseph and his part in the process.
How does this affect your understanding of the birth and early days of Jesus’
life?
EGYPT / OUT OF EGYPT: Egypt was a traditional place of refuge for
Judeans (1 Kings 11:20; Jer. 26:21) It came under Roman rule in 30 BCE and
was beyond Herod’s jurisdiction.
Have you ever had to move out of the realm of someone’s jurisdiction in
order to get on with what you felt God was calling you to be or do? If so, how
did it feel? Where did you go?
HEROD: Herod ruled during the period of Jesus’ birth and was widely
known for his ruthlessness. He did not hesitate to kill even family members if
it meant preserving his position.
Who are the Herod’s today?
MAJI: The Maji were astrologers, who probably came from Babylonia,
Egypt, or Arabia. The Armenian Infancy Gospel from the late 6th Century
names the royal magi as Melkon, Balthasar and Gaspar. It was commonly believed that the birth of a notable
person/king was identified with the occurrence of a star or a constellation of stars.
What signs do we use today to indicate the beginning of a new revelation of God? Who are your modern day Maji’s?
ORDERS TO KILL: True to form, Herod moves to eliminate any possible threat to his position.
In what ways do we move to eliminate any threat to our status quo? Who has to die in order to do this?
BETHLEHEM: In order to connect Jesus’ birth with the family of David (Micah 5:1; 2 Sam. 5:2), Matthew places the
birth in Bethlehem.
How do you make the connection with the birth of Jesus and your faith history?
TWO YEARS OLD AND UNDER: It must have taken Herod some time to realize that the Maji were not returning as
they promised, otherwise there would have been no need to kill so many children.
What does this tell you about Herod?
JEREMIAH: In Jeremiah 31:15f we find the reference to the restoration of lost children.
How does this reference help you to get the “big picture” of the birth narrative?
FULFULLED: Matthew will emphasize over and over again the theme of fulfillment of scripture. He links the Jewish
Christians with their faith history with this method.
If you were a Jew trying to make the decision to become a Christian, would this have helped you decide? How?
RAMAH / RACHEL: Ramah, a village about 5 miles north of Jerusalem, is the burial place of Rachel.
Rachel was the ancestress of Ephraim, the chief of the 10 lost northern tribes of Israel.
What is Matthew doing by including this information?
LAND OF ISRAEL / DISTRICT OF GALILEE: Herod Antipas (who beheaded John the Baptist) ruled Galilee and
Perea after his father’s death. At that time, Galilee was much more peaceful and a little more secure than Judea.
Why do you think it was important for the holy family to return to the land of Israel?
ARCHELAUS: Archaelaus was the son of Herod and inherited Judea, Samaria, and Idumaea after Herod’s death. He
was every bit as cruel as his father.
How does Archaelaus connect us with the theme of Jesus being the new Moses?
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NAZARETH / NAZARENE: Nazareth has a lowly reputation (Jn. 1:46). Jesus was seen to be by some the fulfillment
of the prophecy in Is. 52:13f. Several words in the Hebrew Scriptures are possible references behind the word Nazarene.
Is. 11:1 and 60:21 has the word neser (shoot). Is. 27:3 noser =guardian and Judges 13:5 nazir = a consecrated person.
Nazareth was a hamlet of around 100 people who were closely related to each other.
Which of the options helps to enlarge your understanding of the role Jesus was to play in Matthew’s gospel best? Why?
PARALLEL TEXTS: Mt. 2:17 // Jer. 31:15f; (Rev. 6:9f) // Mt. 2:18 // Jer. 31:15; Mt. 2: 21 // Ex. 4:19; Mt. 2: 23 //
Mt. 13:54; Lk. 2:39; 4:34; Jn. 19:19; ( Is. 66:18f; Amos 9:11f)
OTHER TEXTS OF THE WEEK: Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14; Ps. 128: 1-5; Col. 3:12-21; Mt. 2: 13-15, 19-23;
Revised Common Lectionary: Is. 63:7-9; Ps. 148: Heb. 2:10-18; Mt. 2:13-23;
SUPPORTIVE INFORMATION:
In the first chapter of Fr. Beck’s new book Banished Messiah, we see how he establishes the premise that Jesus was
literally the ‘banished prince’ of stories that we know from many cultures. He then goes on in the rest of his study to
highlight how Matthew taps into this collective unconscious to connect the banishment/return theme. However, this
time the victory is not won by overpowering might and revenge, but by unconditional love.
In the 9/10/2008 issue of Biblical Archaeology Review on pages 58ff we find an article by Israel
Knohl titled “The Messiah Son of Joseph. A stone 3 ft. tall dated about the late first century B.C.E.
talks of Gabriel’s Revelation and the Birth of a new messianic model. This model was one of a
suffering servant who would be killed and raised on the third day. This messiah was linked with
Joseph. In the Babylonian Talmud (Sukkah 52a) we find: “The rabbis taught: The Messiah ben
David, who (as we hope) will appear in the near future, the Holy One, blessed be He, will say to him:
Ask something of me and I will give it to thee, as it is written (Ps. 2: 7-8): “I will announce the
decree… Ask it of me, and I will give,” etc. But as the Messiah ben David will have seen that the
Messiah ben Joseph who preceded him was killed, he will say before the Lord: “Lord of the
Universe, I will ask nothing of Thee but life.” And the Lord will answer: “This was prophesied already for thee by thy
father David (Ps. 21:5): ‘Life hath he asked of thee, thou gavest it him.’”
But when Herod realized that he had been deceived by the wise men he was angry and sent his murderers and
commanded them to kill all the babies who were two years old and under. Protoevangelium of James 22, 1-2.
Some graffiti found at Nazareth. The XE MARIA can be seen to the
left of the crosses in the lower right corner. More information about
Jesus’ hometown and the reasons he and his followers were called
Nazarenes can be found in: Page75-81.
Hoppe, Leslie, O.P. The Synagogues and churches of Ancient Palestine. Collegeville,
MN. The Liturgical Press. 1994.

Abbie Jane Wells ponders what might have happened if the Maji
hadn’t gone to Herod about their search for the “new king”. She says
“Loose lips” not only sink ships, the can, and often do, cause the death
of the innocent… You can read her meditation on the wise men on
pages 134-5 of: Wells, Abbie Jane. The Gospel According to Abbie Jane Wells. Chicago.Thomas More Press. 1985.
The age old struggle of making sense of evil in the creative process is tackled by Christopher Southgate in God and
Evolutionary Evil: Theodicy in the Light of Darwinisn in the 12/2002 issue of Zygon where he states: “Rolston's
scheme, however, does not directly attend to the loss of value in the lives of the victims of evolution. He has famously
described nature as "cruciform"; he even notes, in a recent essay that "Each of the struggling creatures is delivered over
to preserve a line. . . . We have a kind of 'slaughter of the innocents'. . . . In their lives. . . they share the labor of the
divinity" (2001, 59). This is very telling. The suffering of the children slaughtered by Herod at the time of the birth of
Jesus is not redeemed by the survival of Jesus alone; it is redeemed, presumably, by his voluntary self-surrender for all
at the Cross, and by the resurrection life of the children. Jesus chose the cruciform life; the casualties of evolution have
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it imposed on them for the longer-term good of others and their individual redemption remains in question. To call
nature cruciform only sharpens the question of evolutionary theodicy.” Pg. 813.
Deception occurs regularly when people honor God with their lips, while their heart is far from Him (15:8). This is not
understood as faulty education, namely, learning more about the tradition of elders than the commandments of God. On
the contrary, because of the financial benefit of the korban tradition, they make void the law of God. Matthew,
moreover, narrates scenes in which lies are told, even if the terms pseudo- or plan- do not occur. For example, Herod
tells the Magi to follow the star, go to Bethlehem, and then report back to him, "That I too may come and worship
him" (2:8). The king, who was "troubled" when he first learned of "the king of the Jews" (2:2), lies to the Magi; he
seeks to kill this newborn rival (2:16-18). Pages 2-3.The world of Matthew and his characters is peopled with
personified cosmic figures. On one side we locate God and the angelic messengers whom God sends to aid, inform,
gather, and protect the elect (1:20; 2:13, 19). Pg. 13. Jerome H. Neyrey. "Deception, Ambiguity, and Revelation: Matthew’s Judgmental
Scenes in Social-Science Perspective"University of Notre Dame Copyright - Jerome H. Neyrey – 2001

There is a point at which everything becomes simple and there is no longer any question of choice, because all you have
staked will be lost if you look back. Life’s point of no return. Hammarskjold
God doesn't call the qualified, He qualifies the called.
Every choice is a renunciation Pg.16. Rolheiser, Ronald. Against an Infinite Horizon. NY. Crossroad Pub. 2001
The secret of life is that it is a passion play. Things perish in tragedy. The religions knew that full well, before biology
arose to reconfirm it. But things perish with a passing over in which the sacrificed individual also flows in the river of
life. Each of the suffering creatures is delivered over as an innocent sacrificed to preserve a line, a blood sacrifice
perishing that others may live. We have a kind of “slaughter of innocents,” a nonmoral, naturalistic harbinger of the
slaughter of the innocents at the birth of the Christ, all perhaps vignettes hinting of the innocent lamb slain from the
foundation of the world. They share the labor of the divinity. In their lives, beautiful, tragic, and perpetually incomplete,
they speak for God; they prophesy as they participate in the divine pathos. All have “borne our grief’s and carried our
sorrows.” Rolston Holmes III (Philosopher of Religion), examination of the role of suffering in the creation process.
References to the Maji can be found in: Origin: Against Celsus, chapter 40. Tertullian, in his On
the Flesh of Christ, deals with the birth in chapter 2. The murder of the innocents is documented
in The Proto-Gospel of James, in chapter 22.
The story of the innocent children murdered by King Herod in his attempt to destroy Jesus,
reminds us that saintliness is not just for those who live long and hardworking lives. These
children, and many other who died young, as much witnesses to Jesus as those who accomplished
heroic deeds. Nouwen, Henri. Bread For the Journey. NY. HarperSanFransisco. 1977. November 9th meditation.
The Journey of the Maji: Meanings in History of a Christian Story by Richard C. Trexler, shows
how these shadowy actors in Matthew’s spare account came to play a key role in the formation of
myths and symbols that gave authority to the Christian story, legitimized secular monarchies,
supported religious authorities, imparted status to communities and cities, and helped to effect
social transformation and address injustice.
12th century window from the Cathedral of Chartres tht traces the multiple generations from David’s grandfather Jesse,
who reclines at the bottom, to Jesus himself.
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